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A Dear Readers 
ate 


sually I do my letter first, when the Dulcimer Players 
News is begining to take shape. This time, copy is hours 
away from Walnut Springs Graphics; sleet and ice are 
pounding the house; and I wish I were back in Florida! 

In reality, I enjoy putting together the spring issue of the 
News. How good to know that soon people will be sharing music 
and friendship at festivals and workshops that abound in the 
spring and summer. Which brings up something. 

Yesterday, I made an early morning trek to the recycling center. 
(All this connects; just stay with me!) As I placed stacks of The 
Washington Post in the bin, something caught my eye. A newspa- 
per ad stated, Begin to (small letters) Play The Piano Overnight 
(large letters). I’ve played the piano most of my life, and I don’t 
remember much of it happening overnight. Come to think of it, I 
remember the hurting fingers on the fretboard and the hammers 
wobbling in my hands as I spent many overnights bringing me 
this far with the dulcimers. 

Probably your first melodies came quickly on the dulcimer, and I 
hope you were thrilled —or at least enchanted— by them. Even 
more, I hope you realize and appreciate that you are now involved in 
a life-long learning adventure with the dulcimer; one that will last as 
long as you decide to play the instrument. As much as the impatient 
part of me wishes, I would not pass up the moments I learned “just a 
little bit more” about playing dulcimers through the years. 

They included watching people strike the strings of the ham- 
mered dulcimer with fluidity, as I wondered how I could bring 
that to my playing. There were moments when I heard people like 
Jean Ritchie sing so wonderfully with their instruments. I wanted 
to do that. How much I learned —and still learn — from seasoned 
performers and talented amateurs alike. 
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No, thank you. I don’t believe I want to learn anything 
overnight. I prefer the long route. It brings me into contact with 
new people and new ideas, with everything contributing to the 
whole. I’m a singer whose voice was all right as a child. Yet now, 
my years of life experience have brought a depth to my voice. 
Years ago, I may have answered, “Sure!” if I’d been given the 
option of having a good voice without working and thinking and 
trying and failing. What I would have missed! 

Festivals and workshops fill our eyes and ears and souls with 
new ideas and possibilities and dreams. Humbly, I hope Dul- 
cimer Players News also provides you with resources for your 
growth. 

Speaking of the News, we have new people helping us these 
days. Rosamond Campbell, whom you met in the July 1992 DPN, 
will work with people sending arrangements for publication. 
Helping her (and us, of course) is Sandy Conatser, a fine dulcimer 
player from Nashville, Sandy will put some DPN arrangements on 
the computer. You can see an example of her work on “Rose of 
Sharon Waltz” in this issue. Ken Longfield, from Pennsylvania, is 
handling the News & Notes column. I’ve known Ken from his 
and my days working in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. 
He was a naturalist/interpreter and I was a performer just learning 
about dulcimers. 

As always, I thank all you who share so much with DPN. 
Thank you for supporting our efforts. 
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Dulcimer Players News 

PO Box 2164 
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Clubs Column 

Judy Ireton 

6865 Scarff Road 

New Carlisle, OH 45344 


What's New and Reviews 
Carrie Crompton 

11 Center Street 

Andover, CT 06232 


‘folkeratt {ustruments 


Your Folk Instrument Source! 


We carefully craft... 


| 12 Appalachian Dulcimer Models 
7 Folkroots Dulcimer Models 
including our Performance Model 


4 Hammered Dulcimer Models 
including our 16ABC Model 


4 Folk Harp Models 


A Variety of Plucked & Bowed 
Psalteries & Chord Harps 


We also offer a large selection of 
recordings, books, accessories, 
whistles, bodhrans, flutes... 


Look For Our Instruments 
At Your Favorite Music Shop 
or write for our catalog 
($1.00 refundable) 

P.O. Box 807-D 
Winsted, CT 06098 
203-379-9857 


Visit Our Retail Shop 
Rt 7 « Kent, CT 


@ [am looking for information linking the 
mountain dulcimer with the early Ameri- 
can Christian church. I am a Bible student, 
and in order to help pay tuition, I present 
concerts using the mountain dulcimer, 
hammer dulcimer, banjo, etc. as accompa- 
niment instruments for gospel music. 

I have been told that the dulcimer was 
very influential in the early rural churches, 
and would like to share this information 
during my presentations. Most of the peo- 
ple that attend these “concerts” have never 
seen or heard the dulcimer and they 
become very interested when I relate the 
instrument to the development of the 
American church. 

Dan Daniels 
14603 253rd Ave., SE 
Monroe, WA 98272 


Song For Grandpa 


Scott Odena 


New tape by Scott Odena, 
1992 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Champion 


Solo on mountain dulcimer, guitar, banjo, mandolin, and 
voice. Songs included are traditionals Sandy River Belle, 
Tripping Up The Stairs, Turkey In The Straw, Angelina 
Baker, and more. Original songs by Scott Odena - 
Balance and Swing, the title track, and more! 
48 minutes of music! $10 & 1.25 p&h. Also available: 
Musical Patchwork ($4) - homemade tape with 10 songs 
- traditional and original on a variety of instruments; 
"Cookin’ With Scott Odena” ($10) - intermediate 
workshop tab & tape. Available soon! Companion book 
of dulcimer tab to Song For Grandpa tape. Please add 
$1.25 for p&h per item. 
Scott Is avallable for workshops, performances, etc. 
2 Have dulcimer, will travel! ) 
Scott Odena, $20 Atascocite Rd. #D2, Humble, Texas, 77396 


Yea Music Exchange 


@ My wife and I are co-presidents of the 
Chattanooga area Parkinson’s disease sup- 
port group. Do you know of information 
on the use of dulcimers in a program for 
the handicapped? Is there anyone near 
enough to Chattanooga, Tennessee who 
could give a program on dulcimers? Deal- 
ers who can demonstrate would be wel- 
come, We meet at the Siskin Rehabilitation 
Hospital from 2-3:30 p.m. on the first Sun- 
day of the month. Our attendance usually 
runs about 40-50. 

Horton Presley 

114 Shallowford Rd. 

Dalton, GA 30721 


@ | am looking for mountain dulcimer 
players in the Fayetteville, Fayette County, 
Georgia area. I’m a new dulcimer 
owner/student and would enjoy getting to 
know other players. 

Bob Good 

PO Box 1405 

Fayetteville, GA 30214 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 
by Jim Miller 


12/11 - $400.00 
15/14 - $495.00 
Hardshell Case - $100.00 
Stand - $30.00 
Hammers - $10.00 
Shipping - $10.00 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 
(615) 725-3191 


Dear DPW: 


For years I have read with interest the 
letters and articles from Sam Rizzetta and 
other folks trying to solve the amplification 
problems of hammer dulcimers. Seems we 
were always fighting feedback problems, 
either reflective or direct through the mike 
stands, and could never put much dulcimer 
in the monitors. We'd tried strip micro- 
phones, laveliers, microphones on top and 
bottom, just about anything in an attempt 
to get good clear sound out over the dance 
floor. 

One recent effort was to try a hotter 
microphone with a tighter pick-up pattern. 
We rented a new EV N-Dyne mike from a 
local dealer and set up the dulcimer and 
PA in a real “live” room in our home. In 
spite of the narrow pick-up pattern, the 
mike did not perform much better than one 
of my SM 57’s. High-pitch feedback was a 
problem as well as uneven frequency 
response, specifically in the 5000 hz to 
6000 hz range. This is the second harmon- 
ic off a high G or A. Dulcimer players 
seem to use those notes a lot! 

A look through some microphone cata- 
log spec sheets showed that most dynamic 
microphones have a hump in their 
response curves right around that spot. I 
understand it’s there on purpose so vocal- 
ists have a more live, crisp sound. When 
we returned the rental microphone, the 
dealer told me about a Shure product 
called the A15 RS in-line response equal- 
izer that is designed to cancel out this 
response hump. He loaned me one to try. 

Even with my SM 57 microphones, the 
results were dramatic. The response filter 
damped out most of the high-frequency 
ringing and we were able to get more than 
twice the volume out of the PA. At a Satur- 
day night dance we used the filter (costs 
about $40) and an A55 M Shure shock 
mount mike clip (costs about $35) and for 
the first time the dulcimer could stand up 
to the twin fiddles. 

The PA had to be set to favor the dul- 
cimer on the channel controls: the dul- 
cimer set around 7 with everything else set 
around 4 or 5. Still, the response equalizer 


Letters to Us 


didn’t seem to affect the overall tone of the 
instrument very much and with the dul- 
cimer now in the monitor, Theresa was 
able to play with a lighter touch. 

I am by no means suggesting that the 
route we took will solve everyone’s sound 
system problems and I would not suggest 
that anyone rush out and buy stuff they 
may not need. I would, however, encour- 
age folks to keep looking for solutions for 
their particular PA problems. There’s 
always an answer out there somewhere! 

Ed and Theresa Gebauer 

Overland Park, KS 


Dear DPN: 

I do not, repeat not, like the new front 
and back covers on the Jan/March 1993 
issue. 

It has lost its charm and looks like any 
other magazine. Why on earth was it 
changed? I’ve been through many changes 
of the magazine with you since 1982 and 
this is dreadful. 

What’s next? Some male in Spandex 
smashing a dulcimer? I hope the cover was 
just an aberration and you will bring back 
the old delightful, descriptive cover with 
the next issue, 

Joanna Cohen 

Mendocino, CA 


Dear DPN: 

How about a section for beginners? It 
could be like a home study course in 
installments, including simple tricks to 
help the beginner on their way. There will 
always be beginners. 

I find it very frustrating to try and fol- 
low a book with fret numbers, holding the 
mountain dulcimer on my lap, finding the 
number, holding the noter, and strumming. 
I built a table top holder to keep everything 
in sight. 

I find the hammered dulcimer to be a 
very nice sounding instrument and would 
love to understand it. But the more I read 
about the music in your magazine, the more 
hopeless it seems. Music appears to be an 
alien code to be broken by a lucky few. 
Maybe some future issues will clear it up. 

Richard Van Orden 

Lincoln Park, NJ 


Dear DPN: 
I think it would be wonderful if the 
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DPN could offer an audio tape of all the 
music selections printed in the current 
issue. It would give us readers an input 
source to hear what the selections should 
sound like if one is not that great at sight- 
reading music. I know it is a big endeavor, 
but perhaps it is something to think about 
for the future. The tape would be offered 
for a reasonable fee if the readers wanted 
it. I know of a banjo publication that does 
this for some of its music columns. 

Dovid Avnet 

Brooklyn, NY 


Dear DPW: 

I would enjoy your listing the style of 
music played in your music reviews. I 
have an extreme dislike for country-west- 
ern music and its spinoffs, with a particular 
distaste for twangy country-style fiddle 
music. My problem is acquiring hammer 
dulcimer music without twangy fiddles. 

Reviews on music camps might be 
interesting also. 

Donnell Meadows 

Morehead City, NC 


~ CLOUD NINE ~ 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Fine Instruments since 1977 
Finished and Kit Form 


Two Octave (9/8) through 


Five Octave (20/19/8) 
Including Chromatic Models 


Michael C. Allen, Maker 
5701 Stover Rd. 
Ostrander, Ohio 43061 
tel (614) 666-4253 


SASE for Brochure & Prices 


et Musical Reviews 


— 
a = 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


= @ VC lived all over the United States in 
5 the past 15 years, but I’ve never 
_ lived near any dulcimer teachers 


. Since Eileen Rains gave me my first 
lessons on the Appalachian dulcimer in 
Raleigh, North Carolina back in 1977. So 
books have been very important to my 
growth as a dulcimer player. I’ll never for- 
get the impact of Maddie MacNeil’s 
Singing With the Appalachian Dulcimer or 
Roger Nicholson’s Nonesuch for Dulcimer 
or Neal Hellman’s Dulcimer Songbook. 
Each was like a series of intense lessons 
with a talented teacher. Peter Pickow’s 
Hammered Dulcimer had a similar effect 
when I picked up that instrument in 1982. 
Of course, what makes a given dul- 
cimer book effective is partly a matter of 
timing, and how its lessons speak to the 
level of the student; but a well-made dul- 
cimer book can be useful any time if it 


THE DULCIMBR FACTORY 


shows us clearly and consistently how the 
author approaches the instrument. There is 
no one way to play a dulcimer; but in fact, 
we are all into some kind of groove in our 
playing. The best way to widen our own 
groove is to try to inhabit someone else’s 
for a while. 

This quarter, I’ve had the privilege and 
pleasure of working my way through two 
fine collections for the hammered dulcimer 
and one for the fretted dulcimer. 

Maggie Sansone’s Hammered Dulcimer 
Tunes is a direct transcription from her 
recording, Hammered Dulcimer And Gui- 
tar, compiled and edited by Maureen and 
Geoff Wysham. The repertoire is mostly 
reels, jigs, hormpipes and marches from the 
British Isles (e.g., Battle of Aughrim, The 
Hundred Pipers, Irish Washerwoman), 
with a few American dance tunes (Over 
the Waterfall, La Bastringue) and two Car- 
olan tunes (Planxty Browne and Si Bheag, 
Si Mhor). 

Maggie is a tremendously accomplished 
dulcimer player, with a characteristic drive 
and precision to all she does. This book 


The Right Mountain or Hammered 


Dulcimer for you 


Visit the Hill Country's largest acoustic 
instrument store at 155 E. Main Street, 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 


gives a blueprint for her style. Every tune 
is annotated with her hammering patterns 
(L’s and R’s) as well as with ornament 
symbols (bounces, grace notes, slides, 
rolls), guitar chords and tablature numbers. 
If one takes it slowly, observing all her 
indications, one can learn a great deal 
about how Maggie gets around her instru- 
ment and makes magic with it. I think it’s a 
good idea to have a copy of her tape 
handy, too, because “taking it slowly,” 
you’ ll never even imagine how fast she 
makes those reels fly! 

The book has some flaws: some of the 
chord changes are missing, making it diffi- 
cult for an accompanist to sight-read the 
book, and the amount of information 
above and below the staff makes for com- 
plicated reading. But these are minor, com- 
pared with the wealth of experience 
Maggie is sharing in this book. She has 
also made a book of transcriptions from 
her two Christmas records, Sounds Of The 
Season. 

Sara Lee Johnson’s “Kitchen Musician 
No. 10” is devoted to The Airs and 


» We're open year ‘round 


-All major credit cards accepted 


*The Appalachian Dulcimer is the easiest 
of all stringed instruments to play 


+10 Dulcimer styles to choose from 


-Lifetime guarantee on our instruments 


«All instruments hand built in historic 
Fredericksburg 


*Full line of tapes and music accessories 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
Send $1.00 for our full line catalog 


g The Dulcimer Factory, Inc. 


y 


715 S. Washington St. 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
John & Shirley Naylor 
512-997-6704 
Fax 512-997-8752 


Melodies of Scotland’s Past. As much of 
the Scottish repertoire is in hard-to-find 
volumes, and in keys unfriendly to the 
hammered dulcimer, the great virtue of 
this book is in making a sampling of Scot- 
tish violin music available to hammered 
dulcimer players in handy keys. With 
twenty-six tunes to play through, it’s possi- 
ble to really get into a Scottish groove with 
this book. Some favorites: Lord Lovat’s 
Lament (a slow march), Scots Wh’a Hae 
(Scotland’s national anthem), and The 
Highlands of Banffshire (a strathspey). 

Scottish fiddle music is distinctive and 
stimulating in that it’s full of dotted 
rhythms and melodic leaps and angulari- 
ties. Once you get the hang of the Scottish 
snap (an inverted dotted figure), it’s very 
easy to play on the hammered dulcimer. I 
found that most of the tunes in duple meter 
almost played themselves, with a simple 
alternation of hammers. The jigs needed a 
little working out. 

The Kitchen Musician’s computer-gen- 
erated notation, with guitar chords above, 
is very crisp, though the note-spacing is 
disconcertingly erratic. You'll find no tab- 
lature, nor hammering indications, but lots 
of information/folklore about the tunes. 
There’s also a good bibliography/discogra- 
phy for those interested in going beyond 
this excellent introduction to Scottish 
music. 

The Victorian Dulcimer, a book of 
songs with tablature for fretted dulcimer 
players, is the unique product of Rosa- 
mond Campbell’s interest in Victoriana 
(furniture, clothes, books, morals and man- 
ners) and her devotion to the dulcimer as 
an emotionally expressive instrument. The 
tunes in this collection are, for the most 
part, not folk songs, but parlor songs by 
the likes of Stephen Foster, Thomas 
Moore, and Arthur Sullivan. “Deeply sen- 
timental but deliberately uncomplicated in 
structure, these songs were intended to be 
sung in a style as highly ornamented as 
their settings. At the end of a rendition, 
one might imagine a nineteenth-century 
company sitting back in their chairs with a 
gentle sigh, a wistful smile, perhaps even a 
tear.” [From the introduction.] 

The arrangements range from pretty 
simple sight-reading on tunes like Shall 
We Gather At The River and Flow Gently 
Sweet Afton, to really challenging ones 


with 9th chords and middle-string 
melodies on Why Did They Dig Ma’s 
Grave So Deep?. Rosamond uses a variety 
of tunings — DAA, DAC, DAD, DF#A, 
DGD — and tailors her chords as she goes, 
to evoke as much of the piano sound as 
possible. This makes for some rather tricky 
left-hand work, at least at first, but also for 
some very rewarding sonorities. 

I enjoyed the prose in this book as 
much as the music. Rosamond’s introduc- 
tion on the Victorian Era is a beautiful 
piece of work. She writes about the world 
of our great-great grandparents with sym- 
pathy and gentle humor, and with interest- 
ing details about their material as well as 
their musical culture. 

The book is well laid out, with repro- 
ductions of Victorian engravings, all the 
verses to all the songs, and an appendix 
with notes on the songs. The tunes are 
printed in standard notation with very clear 
tablature beneath. (No fingering guides, 
alas, and no guitar chords.) 

Rosamond says that “the antique dealer 
and the arranger of old songs are recyclers. 
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We attempt to give the once-cherished 
things appeal to the contemporary eye and 
ear.” I think she has succeeded in this col- 
lection. 


Hammered Dulcimer Tunes, Maggie 
Sansone, Maggie’s Music, Inc., PO Box 
4144, Annapolis, MD 21403 (spiral- 
bound, 34 pp.) 


The Airs and Melodies of Scotland’s 
Past: “Kitchen Musician No. 10,” Sara 
Lee Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 (staple-bound, 

16 pp.) 


The Victorian Dulcimer, Rosamond 
Campbell, Mel Bay Publications, #4 
Industrial Drive, Pacific, MO 63069-0066 
(or 1037 Central ave., Wilmette, IL 60091) 
(staple-bound, 68 pp.) 


Send books, albums and tapes for review, 
to Carrie Crompton, 11 Center Street, 
Andover, CT 06232. 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Call or write for free catalog. 


Blue Lion 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 


News & Notes 


edited by 
Ken Longfield 


Thanks go to Anna Selfridge for her 
work with Dulcimer Players News. I will 
now be doing this column, and a few 
words of introduction are in order. Folk 
music has been part of my life for as long 
as I can remember. I became actively 
involved in the dulcimer community when 
I built my first dulcimer in 1974. Since 
then I have continued to build and now 
perform with a friend in central Pennsyl- 
vania, Please send me information of 
your dulcimer activities as we need your 
help to keep this column going. Ken 
Longfield, PO Box 537, Reedsville, PA 
17084. 


he Dulcimer Association of Albany, 
- New York newsletter had an article 
about Susan Trump by Lori Ked- 
wesma dell. From the text and pictures we 
learn that Susan has been busy performing 


all over the eastern United States. You may 
even have seen her on national television 
last August. She appeared in a segment 
videotaped at Sagamore Institute in Raque- 
tte Lake, NY, while she was teaching a 
Grandparents’ week. CBS-This Morning 
broadcast her singing “Grandfather’s 
Barn,” a song she wrote based on a poem 
found in a book published in 1879. 

The Ozark Folk Center celebrates its fif- 
teenth anniversary this year. The 
announcement and display of a winning 
logo for the celebration will be part of the 
1993 Dulcimer Jamboree, April 23-25. 

Dr. Susan Porter, professor of music 
history at the Ohio State University at 
Lima and long-time director of the Great 
Black Swamp Dulcimer Festival, has 
received an award for her book, With an 
Air Debonair: Musical Theatre in Ameri- 
ca, 1785-1815. She was presented the Irv- 
ing Lowens Award in American Music, 
given for an outstanding scholarly contri- 
bution to American music for 1991. This 
award was presented by the Sonneck Soci- 
ety for American Music at their annual 


meeting in February, held this year in 
Asilomar, California. Susan was also hon- 
ored with a service award for her years of 
contributions to the Society. For several 
years she edited the Sonneck Society Bul- 
letin. 

Congratulations to the dulcimer winners 
at the Walnut Valley Festival in Winfield, 
Kansas last September. Carey Dubbert 
(Occidental, CA) took first place in the 
National Hammered Dulcimer Champi- 
onship. He was followed by Greg Latta 
(Frostburg, MD) and Kim Murley (Ply- 
mouth, MI). In the National Mountain Dul- 
cimer Championship, Scott Odean 
(Humble, TX) was first, followed by Dana 
Hamilton (Arlington, TX) and Rob Brere- 
ton (Sherman, CT). 

In October, Lucille Reilly performed in 
the world premiere of a work for SATB 
chorus and hammered dulcimer titled “His 
Voice as the Sound of the Dulcimer 
Sweet” by Alfred Fedak. The work is to be 
published this summer by Selah Publishing 
Company in Accord, NY. 


SILVER APPLES Of THE MOON 


precision. . 


NEW RELEASES with Karen Ashbrook, member of 


Ceoltoiri, author of Playing the Hammered Dulcimer in the Irish Tradition. 


Silver Apples of the Moon 


Ceoltori (hammered dulcimer, Celtic harp, 
guitar & voice) perform traditional and new 
music from Ireland, Scotland & America 
Includes: Scottish Reel Set & jig; haunting 
ballads in Irish Gaelic, Polska Set & Irish 
airs by O’Carolan. 


Celtic Lace 

Ceoltoiri’s all-instrumental album with 
hammered dulcimer & Celtic harp. 
"4 Includes: Irish airs, a Scottish strathspey, 
§ Swedish Polskas, Coilsfield House/Jig of 
Slurs, & Knit the Pocky, a reel from the 
Bremner Collection (1757). 
“Bright, delicate, meditative in their 
-Ceoltoiri makes music that 
transcends traditional boundaries." 

—DULCIMER PLAYER NEWS 


Hanenieres Dakeieliee Tune Book —18 arrangements of traditional tunes in tablature & music notation, plus guitar chords & techniques. 
Includes: Fingal’s March, Hundred Pipers, Dill Pickles Rag, Poppyleaf Hornpipe. 


& Maggie’s Mlusic—traditional Music Featuring the Hammered Dulcimer 


NEW RELEASES with Maggie Sansone, recipient of 2 
NAIRD nominees & 1 NAIRD winner for Best Celtic album of the year. 


lands with hammered dulcimer, Celtic harp, 
fiddle, recorders & viola da gamba. 
Includes: Baroque-style Irish airs, jigs & 
teels from the Isle of Man, haunting 15th 
= century Welsh tunes, a waltz from Galicia, 
Spain & Breton dance tunes. 


Mist & Stone 


Winner of the NAIRD INDIE NOMINEE 
AWARD, 2nd place, for Best Celtic Album 
of the Year with hammered dulcimer, Celtic 
harp, guitar, cittern, violin, pennywhistle & 
concertina. 
Includes: Foggy Dew, Spancil Hill, Scottish 
& Irish airs, reels from the Shetland Isles. 
“Rich, lush arrangements. . .every piece is 
a standout... .all in all, some of the best 
moments in the history of Celtic music!" 
—DULCIMER PLAYER NEWS 


Free Catalog. TAPES $10, CDs $15, BOOK $7, Postpaid. Maggie’s Music, Inc. P.O. Box 4144—DPN, Annapolis, MD 21403 


Call & Charge it! (410) 268-3394 


edited by 
Judy Ireton 


elcome to the many new clubs 
at have joined the dulcimer club 
family. There is no teacher or 
book that can substitute for play- 
ing with others. Clubs are a sharing of 
friendship, motivation, and learning. 

Maureen Sellers sends news of the 
Corydon Dulcimer Society. They meet the 
lst and 3rd Thursdays of each month. For 
further information, contact Carletta 
Smith, 8007 Maple Grove, Georgetown, 
IN 47122. 812/951-3551. 

Dorothy Welch reports that there are 
two new dulcimer clubs in the Wooster, 
Ohio area. One for beginners meets on S. 
Walnut Street and the other meets on the 
south side of Creston. You may contact 
Dorothy for further information at 1282 
Township Road 1503, Ashland, OH 
44805. 

Ellen Toomey writes that in spite of 
Branson, MO being the Music Show Capi- 
tal of the World and that many dulcimers 
are sold in the area, no dulcimer club 
exists. She has set out to remedy this 
dreadful oversight and welcomes anyone 
who would like to help launch a club, 
Back In The Hills Dulcimer Gathering. 
Contact her at HCR 1, Box 1051-1, Bran- 
son, MO 65616. 417/338-2620. 

The Appalachian Dulcimer Doings in 
Very Southern California is the name cho- 
sen for the new fretted dulcimer group in 
the San Diego area. They come into the 
world with a newsletter called The Fret- 
board. Contact Jim Hayes at 619/597-1033. 

Sam and Becky Brown welcome every- 
one to the new Hammer Dulcimer Club that 
meets the 4th Wednesday of each month at 
the Avon Lake Public Library on Electric 
Blvd. in Avon Lake, OH at 7:00 p.m. They 
may be contacted at 216/933-4283. 

I just received another query regarding 
the Godmother. It seems that some are 
waiting with bated breath to see if she has 
caught up with me yet with her wicked 
wire cutters. I am happy to report that my 
instruments are still intact and I have 
heard little from this Northern Musi- 
mafia. My attack cat continues to 
protect me. I will be back next issue! 


Dulcimer Clubs 


Members of The Silver Strings Dul- 
cimer Society in Michigan were pleasantly 
surprised when one of their members, 
Scott Smetana, now of Tucson, Arizona, 
shipped a huge bag of tangerines for all to 
enjoy at their December meeting. Not only 
were they delicious, they came from a tree 
in his back yeard. 

I receive at least one announcement 
each quarter from someone who is notify- 
ing me of an event that will occur 8-10 
weeks hence. While this may seem like 
enough time, often it is impossible for it to 
meet publication deadlines. When you read 
this issue, you have approximately one 
week to get information to me for the July 
DPN. I’ll mail the July column approxi- 
mately 10 days after I receive my April 
issue so copy can reach Winchester, Vir- 
ginia by May Ist. 

Don’t wait for someone else to write. 
You do not have to be the president of your 
group or newsletter editor. Normally I 
have more room for club events and we 
would like to hear from all of you. Some 
clubs have never contacted us. For shame! 


The music that can deepest reach, 
And cure all ill, 
Is cordial speech. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 


Judy Ireton 
6865 Scarff Rd. 
New Carlisle, OH 45344 


Notice! Notice! 
__ The October ig 
include a Clubs 


—and those from whom 


we have not. Important Note: since 


you didn’t receive 4 card 
news, as usual, goes d. 


Cn ae 
- NEW RELEASE - 


"THEY PASSED THIS 
WA " 


EstherKiesk 
on 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Sponsored by the 
St. Joseph Museum 


Listen to the music as you read the 
stories of the ethnic groups that 
passed this way in the 1850s and 
stopped to trade or buy at the Blue 
Creek Trading Post. 


Companion piece to 
"Touch the Past" 
produced in 1984 for the 
St. Joseph Museum and used 
in many schools as resource 
material for study of The 
Oregon Trail. 


This cassette recording features 
the music of nine ethnic groups 
played on 14 instruments. 


The booklet includes narration, 
music with chords and words, 
dance steps, Indian sign language 


and bibliography. 


MUSIC ONLY: sccccsnssssseseseseses $12 
(tape and booklet) 
Narration and Music ....... $14 
(tape and booklet) 


Please add $2.00 shipping 
& handling 


St. Joseph Museum 

1100 Charles Street 
St.Joseph, Mo 64501-2874 
(816) 232-8471 


EEE HHI 


1993 
TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


“FH 


May 7 & 8, 1993 
at Corydon, Indiana and at 
Wyandotte Woods 
SRA, SR 462s, 7 Miles 
West of Corydon 


Performers 


PATRICK BALL 
Just FRIENDS 
Dick “RICHARD” ALBIN 
JON KAY 
KIM SCHROEDER 


Schedule 


Friday, May 7 
at Corydon Capitol State His- 
toric Site 7:30 p.m. Evening 
Concert at the Square (bring 


your lawn chair) 


Saturday, May 8 
at Wyandotte Woods Strate 
Recreation Area 
10 a.m.—12 noon and 
1-3 p.m. Workshops 
2-4 p.m. Close-up Concert 
7-9:30 p.m. Evening Concert 


All programs are free and are 
scheduled on EDS or ‘fast 
time’. Be sure to bring your 

own lawn chairs or blankets. 

For more information phone 

the Harrison County 
Chamber of Commerce at 
812-738-2137. 
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Events 


April 16-17 Tishomingo, MS 

Dulcimer Day. Two days of performances 
and jam sessions, as well as sales booths, 
sponsored by the Ala-sippi Dulcimer 
Association. Held at the Tishomingo State 
Park. Info: Hollis E. Long, Box 76, Den- 
nis, MS 38847. 


April 17 ¢ San Antonio, TX 

Dulcimer Workshop plus one for autoharp 
players and shape-note singing. Evening 
contra dance. Info: Int. Folk Culture Cen- 
ter, 411 S. W. 24th St, San Antonio, TX 
78207. 210-434-6711, ext. 407. 


April 18-25 ¢ Elkins, WV 

Spring Dulcimer Week presented by the 
Augusta Heritage Center. In-depth classes 
for hammered and mountain dulcimer 
players and luthiers. Evening jam sessions, 
old master guest artists, and more. Info: 
John Lilly, Augusta Heritage Center, Davis 
& Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 
304-636-1903. 


April 23-25 « Mt. View, AR 

The Ozark Folk Center’s Dulcimer Jam- 
boree features mountain and hammered 
dulcimer contests, workshops and con- 
certs. Info: Dulcimer Jamboree, Ozark 
Folk Center, Mt. View, AR 72560. 501- 
269-3851. 


April 23-25 « Elkins, WV 

Dulcimer Festival presented by the Augus- 
ta Heritage Center. Square dance, concert, 
gospel sing and more. Concurrent with 
local Ramp Festival and crafts/antiques 
fair. Info: John Lilly, Augusta Heritage 
Center, Davis & Elkins College, Elkins, 
WV 26241. 304-636-1903. 


April 30—-May 2 * Cambridge, MA 
Blacksmith House Dulcimer Festival. 
Workshops for mountain and hammered 
dulcimers, concerts for kids and adults, 
and jamming. Info: Cambridge Center for 
Adult Education, 42 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, MA 02138. 617-547-6789. 


EVENTS CALENDAR 
DEADLINES 


Clip and Save 


January-March issue: 
: Events from 
early February to early Ma 
Deadline + November ae 
April-June issue: 
Events from 
early May to early September 
is is our largest yearly calendar 
line « February Ist 
July-September Issue: 
a Events from 
carly August to early November 
Deadline + May Ist 
October-December issue: 
= Events from 
early November to early Febru: 
Deadline + August Ist 7, 


Th 


MAY 


May 1 ¢ Rochester Hills, MI 

May Playday features workshops, square 
and contra dance, Maypole dance, potluck 
dinner and concert. Info: 38092 Lyndon, 
Livonia, MI 48154. 313-464-1746. 


May 1 © Del Mar, CA 

San Diego Folk Heritage Festival. Perfor- 
mances and workshops by national and 
local performers. Includes dulcimer. Info: 
SanDiego Folk Heritage, 1112 JudyLane, 
Cardiff, CA 92007. 619-436-4030. 


May 2 ¢ McCalla, AL 

Southern Appalachian Dulcimer Festival 
held at Tannehill State Park between Birm- 
ingham and Tuscaloosa. Jamming, perfor- 
mances and sales booth. Camping 
available. Info: Buddy Rush, 2245 Tal- 
Heim Drive, Birmingham, AL 35216- 
5225. 205-979-9713 


May 7-9 « Glen Rose, TX 

Texas Dulcimer Festival, held at Oakdale 
Park, features contests for mountain and 
hammer dulcimer players, arts and crafts 
fair, workshops and concerts. Info: Dana 
Hamilton, 904 Houston, Arlington, TX 
76012. 817-275-3872. 


May 7-8 ¢ Corydon, IN 

Traditional Music Festival at Wyandotte 
Woods State Recreation Area features dul- 
cimer workshops, afternoon and evening 
dulcimer concert. Free admission. Camp- 
ing available. Info: Jeff Cummings, Wyan- 
dotte Woods SRA, 720 Old Forest Road, 
Corydon, IN 47112. 812-738-8234. 


May 15-16 ¢ Coshocton, OH 

Dulcimer Days at Historic Roscoe Village. 
Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer Champi- 
onships for mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer, workshops, concerts, jamming, 
exhibits and sales. Info: Roscoe Village 
Foundation, 440 North Whitewoman St., 
Coshocton, OH 43812. 614-622-9310. 


May 16-18 « Rogersville, AL 

First Creek Dulcimer Festival, featuring 
workshops for mt. dulcimer, concerts, 
open stage and jamming at Joe Wheeler 
State Park. Info: A. D. Chafin, PO Box 7, 
Waterloo, AL 35677. 205-766-3337. 


Historic 


May 22-23 ¢ Claremont, CA 

Claremont Spring Festival. Hammered 
dulcimer contest, concerts, dulcimer and 
other workshops, and crafts. Held at 
Cahuilla Park. Info: (send a stamp) to C. S. 
F. F,, 8755 La Vine St., Alta Loma, CA 
91701. 909-987-5701. 


May 23-29 « Brasstown, NC 

Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 704-837-2775. 


May 28-31 ¢ East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, crafts, dulcimer-building, and 
singing and dancing at YMCA Camp 
Edwards. Dulcimer activities, dulcimer 
lessons, group and private. Bring or rent an 
instrument. Info: UMW Folk Center, Ann 
Schmid, PO Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 
53201. 414-229-4622. 


May 29—June 4 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Appalachian Music Week. Includes moun- 
tain dulcimer classes for beginner/interme- 


Roscoe Village y p} Mid-Eastern 


presents 


Dulcimer Days 


Regional 
Dulcimer 


yl Championships 
May 15 - 16, 1993 


First Place Winners in the Mid-Eastern Regional Hammered and Mountain 
Dulcimer Competitions are offered a chance to go to the National Competition 
in Winfield, Kansas, In addition to winning First Place Trophies, the 
Mid-Eastern Hammered Winner will take home a handcrafted soprano 
hammered dulcimer from "Happy Note,"' Evart, MI and the Mid-Eastern 
Mountain Dulcimer Winner will take home a handmade mountain dulcimer 
from "Hickory Ridge Dulcimer Works,"' Pomona, IL complete with a cordura 
carrying case from "Thistle Acres,'' Marengo, OH. 


Two Day Pass $8.00 * One Day Pass $5.00 *Ages 8-18 $2.50 *7 & under free 
(No Charge for Members of Roscoe Village) *7:00 p.m. Concert $2.50 
*Competition Fee Same as Entrance Fee 


Call 1-800-995-1845 


FR Roscoe Village 381 Hill Street, Coshocton, OH 43812 
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diate. Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 704-837-2775. 


June 4-5 ¢ Owensboro, KY 

Yellowbanks Dulcimer Festival. Concerts, 
workshops, crafts, and vendors at English 
Park, Info: Yellowbanks Dulcimer Society, 
c/o Gilda Shortt, 3506 Montrose Ct. 
Owensboro, KY 42303. 502-926-9877. 


June 4-6 ¢ Elverson, PA 

French Creek Dulcimer Retreat in French 
Creek State Park. Informal gathering for 
all levels of fretted/nammered dulcimer 
players and other acoustical instruments. 
Open stage, jamming, workshops and 
cabin lodging. Info: Greater Pinelands 
Dulcimer Society, c/o Art Cucinotta, 6 Big 
Chief Trail, Medford, NJ 08055. 
609-654-9323. 


continued on the next page 


You can have 
your dulcimer tunes 
and tablature 
professionally typeset 


Lyrics and Tunes 


Tired of handwriting your dulcimer music? 
Would you rather play and sing? 


We provide fast and convenient service 
using the computer software "Finale 


¢ Turn hand-written notes into sheet music 
* Transpose keys automatically. 
* Add lyrics and tablature. 


¢ Assign cords. 


fe) 1! Paco abe 


Fax or write for details 
Computer Lyrics and Tunes 
8885 Trinity Avenue 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 

I 


tel (504) 926-8: 
FAX (504) 756- 


10 = Dulcimer Players News 


June 5-6 ¢ Overland Park, KS 

Dulcimer Days Festival. Workshops, mini- 
concerts, folk dancing, hymn sing, jam- 
ming, open stage and sales booths. Info: 
Ike Lajoie, 6741 Mackey, Overland Park, 
KS 66204. 913-236-9289. 


June 6-11 © Mars Hill, NC 

Traditional Old-Time Music Week at Mars 
Hill College. Includes classes for begin- 
ning and intermediate hammered and 
mountain dulcimer players along with 
banjo, dance, fiddle, guitar, storytelling 
and others. Info: Continuing Ed. Program, 
Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, NC 28754. 
800-582-3047. 


June 11-12 ¢ Cosby, TN 

Cosby Dulcimer and Harp Festival at Folk 
Life Center of the Smokies. For makers, 
players and listeners of mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimer and all kinds of harps. 
Workshops, children’s activities and story- 
telling. Ticket includes camping. Info: Jean 
& Lee Schilling, PO Box 8, Cosby, TN 
37722. 615-487-5543. 


June 11-13 ¢ Charlotte, NC 

Folk Music Festival, sponsored by the 
Charlotte Folk Music Society. Competition 
in flatpick guitar, fingerpick guitar, moun- 
tain dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, blue- 
grass banjo. Workshops, children’s 
activities, dance activities, gospel singing, 
concerts and more. Info: 704-846-5508. 


June 18-20 « Alderpoint, CA 

Eel River Music Camp. Workshops for 
acoustic instruments, singing and dance 
plus camp out. Info: Kicking Mule 
Records Music Camp, PO Box 158, Alder- 
point, CA 95411. 707-926-5312. FAX 
707-926-5250. 


June 18-20 ¢ Hastings, Ml 

Southern Michigan Dulcimer Festival fea- 
turing concerts, workshops, dances, close- 
up concerts, open stage, jamming and 
musical sales area. Campsites available. 
Info: Warren Guiles, 9575 Peach Ridge, 
Sparta, MI 49345. 616-887-9436. 


June 18-20 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Mountain Dulcimer Weekend Workshop 
for beginning players. Info: John C. Camp- 
bell Folk School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
704-837-2775. 


June 20 ¢ Brethren, Ml 

Performances, music, dance, children’s 
activities and crafts at Dickson Township 
Park are part of the Spirit of the Woods 
Folk Festival. Camping available. Info: 
Spirit of the Woods Music Association, 
11171 Kerry Rd., Brethren, MI 49619. 
616-477-5381. 


June 20-26 Lake Cumberland, KY 
Kentucky Summer Dance School, with 
folk dancing and music in the Anglo- 
American tradition. Includes hammered 
dulcimer workshops. Special tracks for 
teachers and group leaders. Info: Kentucky 
Heritage Institute, PO Box 4128, Frank- 
fort, KY 40604. 502-223-8367. 


DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


The Victorian Dulcimer 


Songs of the Heart and Home 
Hymns and Homilies 


Musical “Victoriana” includes twenty-five 
imaginative arrangements for fretted dulcimer “il 
in a variety of styles and levels. Old favorites 
(Lorena, Sweet By and By) and less familiar 
melodies (The Mistletoe Bough, 

Why Did They Dig Ma’s 

Grave So Deep?), plus 

historical notes on 

the songs and an 

insightful intro- 

duction on the 

people and 

traditions of the 

Victorian era. 


$7.95 + $1.50 
postage 


June 18, 19, 20. 1993 
BARRY COUNTY EXPO CENTER. HASTINGS, MICHIGAN 
IN CONCERT 
June 19 


THE OLDE MICHIGAN 
RUFFWATER STRINGBAND 


KIM MURLEY 


WALT MICHAEL & COMPANY @ £<0 | 
ae . 
IN CONCERT "7 feb { 
June 20 a! aN 
CEOLTOIRI Saar 
JON KAY 
NO STRINGS ATTACHED 
OLD-TIME DANCES WORKSHOPS CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 
GOSPEL SING JAMMING 
CLOSE-UP CONCERTS 


featuring 
LINDA FOLEY. . .STRADIVARIOUS. . .RICK THUM 


JUST FRIENDS. . GARY GALLIER. . .TEN STRIKE. . .GLENN McCLURE 
JAY ROUND and others 


For information: Warren Guiles. 9575 Peach Ridge. Sparta. MI 49345. (616) 887-9436 
Joan Fitzpatrick. 9285 Sparta Ave.. Sparta, MI 49345. (616) 887-9260 


June 21-24 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshop at the 
Ozark Folk Center. Intensive sessions, 
beginning and intermediate levels. Info: 
Ozark Folk Center, PO Box 500, Mountain 
View, AR 72560. 501-269-3851. 


June 25-27 ¢ Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium Week- 
end. Workshops, demonstrations, concerts, 
a dance, and more for hammered and 
mountain dulcimer. Concurrent with the 
No Octane Regatta. Info: Barb Truex, 
Northeast Dulcimer, 434 Preble St., S. 
Portland, ME 04106. 207-799-6899. 


June 25-27 ¢ Calabasas, CA 

Summer Solstice Folk Music and Dance 
Festival. Workshops for instruments 
(including many for hammered and fretted 
dulcimers), singing, dance and crafts, plus 
storytelling and concerts. At Soka Univer- 
sity, Calabasas. Campgrounds on site. 
Handicapped accessible. Info: California 
Traditional Music Society, 4401 Trancas 
Place, Tarzana, Ca 91356. 818-342-7664. 


® 1 (800) 637-3446 
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Join us for a folk art vacation workshop on 
beautiful Lake Geneva. Bring your family. 
Come meet new friends. Play dulcimer 
with Larkin Bryant; jam on outdoor porch- 
es overlooking the lake; heat up the night 
with African drumming around the bonfire; 
build your own banjo, harp or dulcimer 
with Here, Inc.; sing a traditional song or 
play Autoharp with Mike Seeger; learn 
some great new songs with Will and Ann 
Schmid; take a break in the afternoon for a 
swim at the beach; get down with real 
Motown and Chicago blues with Rich and 
Maureen DelGrosso; master a new pick or 
solo on the guitar, mandolin or Autoharp. 


Singing ¢ Dulcimer ¢ Guitar ¢ Dancing ¢ Autoharp ¢ Concerts * Mandolin ¢ Instrument building ¢ Harmonica * Drumming 


Lake Geneva, Wisconsin ‘€ Conference Point ‘€ June 26 to July 1 


June 25-27 « Altamont, NY 

Old Songs Festival of Traditional Music 
and Dance. Altamont Fairgrounds. Con- 
certs, participatory dancing, learn-hows, 
dulcimer workshops, storytelling and family 
activities. Camping available. Handicapped 
access. Info: Old Songs, Inc., P.O. Box 399, 
Guilderland, NY 12084. 518-765-2815 


June 26-July 1 ¢ Williams Bay, WI 
Summer Stringalong, featuring dulcimer 
workshops, dulcimer-building, jam ses- 
sions, concerts, open stage, crafts, singing, 
dancing, other instruments at Conference 
Point, Williams Bay, WI. Info UWM Folk 
Center, PO Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 
53201. 414-229-4622. 


June 26-27 ¢ Tullahoma, TN 

Paul Pyle Dulcimer Festival, featuring 
performances and jamming. Pot luck sup- 
per and annual meeting on Saturday the 
26th. On Sunday the 27th the festival will 
start at 1:00. Info: Paul Pyle Dulcimer Fes- 
tival, 105 Point Circle Drive, Tullahoma, 
TN 37388. 615-455-6800. 
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June 27-Aug. 28 ¢ Kingston, NY 

Ashokan Fiddle and Dance Workshops. 
Info: Jay Unger, RD1, Box 489, West Hur- 
ley, NY 12491. 914-338-2991. 


June 28—July 2 « Boone, NC 

Appalachian State University Dulcimer 
Playing Workshop. Classes for all levels of 
mountain dulcimer playing plus special 
courses on dulcimer heritage and on fin- 
gerpicking. Concerts, open stage, work- 
shops and field trip. Info: Lou Ellen Jones, 
ASU Office of Conf. & Inst., Boone, NC 
28608. 704-262-3045. 


June 28—July 2 * Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium Week. 
Full week intensive. Participants work 
with master players (mt. and ham. dul- 
cimers) in small group and private lessons. 
All playing levels. Info: Barb Truex, 
Northeast Dulcimer, 434 Preble St., S. 
Portland, ME 04106. 207-799-6899. 


continued on the next page 


@ 1 (800) 637-3446 
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Dance the night away; play folk harp with 
Liz Cifani; enjoy evening concerts by 
some of America’s finest; spend a quiet 
moment on your instrument; do an African- 
American game song with Marvelene 
Moore. Come away refreshed by a com- 
munity of people who share your interests. 


Call or write for a complete brochure. 


Get on the mailing list for the May, 
Nov., and March Stringalong Weekends. 


UW-Milwaukee Folk Center 
P.O. Box 413 © Milwaukee, WI 53201 


New 


HEARTLAND 
DULCIMER 
CAMP 


July 25 - 30, 1993 


Hammered and Mountain 
Dulcimer Workshops 
by 


LINDA THOMPSON 
ESTHER KREEK 
SUSAN TRUMP 
JANITA BAKER 


Instruction, concerts, dance 
mini-session on autoharp, 
and much more. 


Located near Kansas City, Mo 
on 316 acres of rolling hills 
overlooking the Missouri River 
Valley. Swimming, hiking, etc. 
Transportation available 
from KCI airport. Downtown 
KC minutes away. 


Instructors will have 
instruments, books, tapes & 
accessories for sale. 


For brochure and 
application, contact: 


Heartland Presbyterian Center 
16965 NW 45 Highway 
Parkville, MO 64152 
(816) 891-1078 


For more information, 
contact: 
Esther Kreek, Director 
(816) 942-6233 


JULY 


July 5-9 ¢ Princeton, NJ 

Hammered Dulcimer Il: Variations & 
Arranging. How to add notes to tunes to 
create variations and how to arrange tunes 
for solo performance. Info: Westminster 
Choir College, Hamilton at Walnut, 
Princeton, NJ 08540. 609-924-7416, 

ext. 227. 


July 9-11 ¢ Carthage, MO 

Summerfest, featuring workshops and per- 
formances by mountain and hammered 
dulcimer artists. Info: 417-358-1943 or 
316-389-2377. 


July 9-11 © Helen, GA 

Appalachian Music Festival. Concerts, 
exhibitors, workshops, and dancing featur- 
ing traditional Scottish, Irish, folk, dul- 
cimer, string, and old-time mountain music 
at Unicoi State Park. Info: Programming 
Unit, Unicoi state Park, PO Box 849, 
Helen, GA 30545. 706-878-2201, ext. 283. 


25 
SAN 


July 9-11 ¢ Bar Harbor, ME 

Downeast Dulcimer and Folk Harp Festi- 
val. Workshops, open stage, concerts, song 
sharing, and sales booths. Motels and 
camping nearby. Info: (send SASE) Song 
of the Sea, 47 West St., Bar Harbor, ME 
04609. 207-288-5653. 


July 10-11 © Morris, IL 

Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival spon- 
sored by HANDS of Illinois. Workshops, 
concerts and jamming. Info: Donna 
Tufano, PO Box 59, Elmwood Park, IL 
60635. 708-456-6292. 


July 10-11 ¢ Warrenville, IL 
Warrenville Folk Festival. Concerts, 
workshops for mountain and hammered 
dulcimers, jamming, crafts, children’s 
activities. Info: Dona Benkert, PO Box 
248, Warrenville, IL 60555. 
708-717-8495. 


July 11-August 13 ¢ Elkins, WV 
Augusta Heritage Arts Workshops. Five 
weeks of classes, concerts, dances, etc., 


? CALIFORNIA TRADITIONAL 


MUSIC SOCIETY 
presents the 

13th Annual 
Summer Solstice 


Folk Music & Dance Festival 


June 25 - 27, 1993 


Fretted Dulcimer 
Janita Baker 
Lorraine Lee Hammond 


Robert "Hutch" Hutchinson 


Karen Jolley 
Carilyn Vice 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Patty Amelotte 
Dan Duggan 
Jim Hayes 
Maggie Sansone 
Joemy Wilson 


Over 130 participatory 
music/dance/folk art/storytelling workshops per day 


Soka University Campus, Calabasas, California 


4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356-5399 
(818) 342-7664 (Song) 


including many week-long mt. and ham- 
mered dulcimer workshops, beginning to 
advanced. Mountain dulcimer construc- 
tion. On-campus lodging and meals avail- 
able. Info: Augusta Heritage Center, Davis 
& Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 
304-636-1903. 


July 11-17 ¢ Morehead, KY 

Dulcimer Camp in the Mountains. Pre- 
sented by Morehead State University, the 
camp includes in-depth classes in lap and 
hammer dulcimer, mini-classes, concerts, 
jam sessions, dancing, air-conditioned 
suites and classrooms. Info: Shirley 
Hamilton, Morehead State University, 
Morehead, KY 40351. 606-783-2077 (KY) 
or 800-354-2090 (other states). 


July 11-31 ¢ Swannanoa, NC 

The Swannanoa Gathering, featuring 
week-long workshops in the folk arts. 
Scottish Week, July 11-17; Old-Time 
Music & Dance Week, July 18-24; Con- 
temporary Folk Week, July 25-31. Cam- 
pus housing & meals available. Info: 


The Sixth Annual 


Warren Wilson College, Box 5299, Swan- 
nanoa, NC 28778. 704-298-5099. 


July 15-18 ¢ Evart, MI 

Dulcimer Funfest at the Osceola County 
Fairgrounds. Concerts, workshops, open 
stage, Jamming and sales booths. Camping 
available. Info: Donna Beckwith, 817 
Innes NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
616-459-6716. 


July 17-19 ¢ Tulsa, OK 

Dulcimer Day. Workshops for mountain 
and hammered dulcimer plus concerts. 
Info: Indian Territory Dulcimer Celebra- 
tion, PO Box 471532, Tulsa, OK 74147. 
918-744-8928. 


July 23-25 ¢ Binghamton, NY 

Cranberry Dulcimer Gathering. Held at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church. Workshops 
(mountain and hammer dulcimers, auto- 
harp) concerts, open stage, contra-dancing 
and jamming. Camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 1259 Fowler Place, Binghamton, 
NY 13903. 607-669-4653. 
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July 23-25 ¢ Rockford, IL 

Folk Music Festival. Rockford Museum 
and Midway Village. Performances, work- 
shops (including hammered & mountain 
dulcimers), jamming, dancing, children’s 
programming, and more. Info: Rockord 
Folk Music Festival, PO Box 1583, Rock- 
ford, IL 61100, 800-521-0849 (IL), 
815-968-9154. 


July 24-25 ¢ Indianapolis, IN 

Eagle Creek Folk Music Festival. Solo 
and group performances including moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers, autoharp, 
guitar and fiddle. Info: Dave and Sue 
Beard, Central Indiana Folk Music & Mt. 
Dulcimer Society, PO Box 1503, Indi- 
anapolis, IN 46206. 317-462-9681. 


July 24-25 ¢ Kirtland Hills, OH 

Little Mountain Folk Festival, with tradi- 
tional music, performances, exhibits, food, 
country dance, formal & informal work- 
shops, jamming, and arts and crafts 


continued on the next page 


Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival 


Saturday-Sunday, July 10-11, 1993 
GEBHARD WOODS STATE PARK 


MORRIS, ILLINOIS 


Mike Anderson - Gerry Armstrong - Jenny Armstrong 
Cathy Barton & Dave Para - Rosamond Campbell 


Liz Cifani - Lois Hornbostel 
Diane Ippel-Williams & Rob Williams 
Bill Robinson & Friends - Paul Van Arsdale 


Ben Brown - Barbara Ernst - Hazardous Waste String Band - Bobbi Hurst 
Just Folk - Kim Murley - Peppermill String Band - Cynthia Shelhart 
Janet Stessl - Dick “Uncle Dulcimer” Waterbury - Dan Zahn - and more! 


Information: 708-456-6292 
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival P.O. Box 59 


815-758-0814 


Elmwood Park IL 60635 


Sponsored by HANDS of Illinois, Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting dulcimer music, in 
association with the Illinois Department of Conservation and the City of Morris. Partially supported by a grant from 


the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency. 


CANTHASE, MISSOURI 


PRESENTED 8 


PRS Gane 
ae 
Ua 
JULY 9,10,11 at RED OAK \I 


PERFORMANCES & WORKSHOPS by.. 
GALUER BROS - JOHNSON FAMILY 
DAVID MORAN - NEIL GASTON 
PRINCESS HARRIS - TOM SCHROEDER 
“WATIONAL AND RUNNER-UP CHAMPIONS” 


ROCKFORD 


THREE DAYS OF 
FOLK ae DANCE 


WHOLE FAMILY 


LAGE" 
JULY 23, 24 & 25 


¢ Concerts * Dances 
© Workshops ¢ Crafts * Food 
¢ Free On-Site Camping 
¢ Kids Activities 


(815) 397-9112 
at Midway Village & Museum Center 


Advance Weekend Tickets: $16. Fri. Nite §5, Saturday $10, 
Sunday $7, Children 12 & under Pr 


DULCIMER GATHERING 
TULY 23, 24,25, 1993, 


UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
BINGHAMTON , NEW YORK. 


FRED pseeoBneRe: 
in 
RoB BRERETON Ho Decinen 
Nick BLANTON ~Ham™Pulcimer 
ALAN MAGER «Autoharp 


Serine CONC DANCING 
MIN Senn 
SANG SONG BOOKS: INSTRUMENTS 
FOOD AND PRIMITIVE CAMPING AVAILABLE ON SITE 


FOR-MORE INFORMATION CALL " wins En Wane - 1259 FowLen Pact 
A. FOLGER (417) 358-1943 p erty Ye pe yes hee 
L. WOODS (316) 389-2377 ro 


Dulcimer Camp in the Mountains 
July 11-17, 1993 


This summer marks the third year of in-depth learning, exciting 
musicianship, and life-long memories from the mountains of The Daniel 
Boone National Forest. Join our nationally-recognized staff of musical and 
cultural leaders as they work with students at every level of lap and 
hammer dulcimer proficiency. Featured instruments also include fiddle, 
tin whistle, guitar, banjo, autoharp and bass. 


Join staff members Kendra Ward, Bob Bence, Sweetwater (Cindy, Shelley, Shari, and 
Judy) Ron Dobler, Louise Ziegler, Tull Glazener, Susan Trump, Peggy Roberts, Leo 
Blair, Steve Rigsby and Rodi Jackson in the air-conditioned comfort of our suites and 
classrooms on the campus of Morehead State University. 


Enroliment is limited, so act quickly. For brochure and application contact: 

Morehead State University -Community Services 203 Downing Hall, Morehead, KY 

40351. In Kentucky call 606-783-2077, out-of-state 800-354-2090. 
Soe 


Sys Too oto tim 
oN >| 
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(include dulcimers and supplies). Info: 
Joan Kapsch, Lake County Historical Cen- 
ter, 8610 King Memorial Rd., Mentor, OH 
44060. 216-255-8979. 


July 24-31 ¢ Plymouth, MA 

Pinewoods Music & Dance Camps: Folk 
Music Week. Concerts, jam sessions, song 
swaps, music lessons and country dancing. 
Partially handicapped accessible. 

Info: Country Dance & Song Society, 

17 South St. Northampton, MA 01060. 
413-584-9913. 


July 25-30 ¢ Parkville, MO 

Heartland Dulcimer Camp. Hammered 
and mountain dulcimer workshops. Also, 
concerts, dance, and mini-session on auto- 
harp. Info: Heartland Presbyterian Center, 
16965 NW 45 Highway, Parkville, MO 
64152. 816-891-1078. 


July 26-30 ¢ Princeton, NJ 

Hammered Dulcimer I: How do the ham- 
mers fly? Class on hammered dulcimer 
technique, tuning, chording for accompa- 


niment and repertoire. Graduate credit and 
campus housing available. Info: Westmin- 
ster Choir College, Hamilton at Walnut, 
Princeton, NJ 08540. 609-924-7416, 

ext. 227. 


July 30—-Aug. 1¢ Loulsville, KY 
Kentucky Music Weekend. Concerts, 
workshops, dances and crafts at Iroquois 
Park. Also see August 2 listing. Info: 
Nancy Barker, P.O. Box 86, Bardstown, 
KY 40004. 502-348-5237. 


July 30-Aug. 7° Mendocino, CA 

Lark In The Morning Music Camp. Music 
and dance, workshops, dances, parties, 
harps to hurdy gurdies, bagpipes to belly 
dance. Camping and childcare available. 
No pets or day visitors. Info: Lark In The 
Morning, Box 1176, Mendocino, CA 
95460. 707-964-5569. 


AUGUST 


August 1-8 Burlington, VT 
Champlain Valley Festival. Traditional 
music , dance, storytelling, workshops, 
concerts, crafts and children’s programs. 
Info: Mark Sustic, PO Box 163, Fairfax, 
VT 05454. 802-849-6968. 


August 2-6 ¢ Bardstown, KY 

Kentucky Music Week. Music camp 
workshops in dulcimer, hammered dul- 
cimer, singing, banjo, mandolin, tin whis- 
tle, autoharp and more. Nancy Barker, 
P.O. Box 86, Bardstown, KY 40004. 
502-348-5237 


August 7 ¢ Midland, Mi 

Folk Music in the Dow Gardens. Music, 
dulcimers and dancing. Info: Jerry Hick- 
man, 5805 Highland Dr., Midland, MI 
48640. 517-631-7153. 


continued on the next page 


KENTUCKY MUSIC 
AUGUST 2 THROUGH 6 

COME JOIN US FOR A WONDERFUL LEARNING 
VACATION IN OUR "NEW" LOCATION - 
BEAUTIFUL, HISTORIC BARDSTOWN, KY!!! 


WEEK 


Classes include: Dulcimer, Hammered 
Dulcimer, Vocal (Shape Note, production 
and traditional songs), Tin Whistle, 
Storytelling, Banjo, Mandolin, Autoharp, 
Crafts and much more! 


This year's instructors include: Linda 
Thompson, Jem Moore, Gary Gallier, Tull 
Glazener, Jon Kay, Rich Carty, Greg 
Jowaisas, Janne Henshaw, Maureen Sellers, 
Mary Carty, John McCormick & Todd Osborne. 


You're gonna love this camp! 
DORM ROOMS - we stay in a new Hampton Inn 


NO MORE 


with indoor swimming pool. All classes in 
newly remodled, air-conditioned, ONE FLOOR 
facility! Our prices have not gone up, 

however we have new combination prices to 

make food, lodging and classes very affordable! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT NANCY BARKER 
P. O. Box 86, Bardstown, Ky. 40004 (502) 
348-5237. 
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August 9-12 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

Summer Hammered Dulcimer Workshop at 
the Ozark Folk Center. Intensive sessions, 
beginning and intermediate levels. Info: 
Ozark Folk Center, PO Box 500, Mountain 
View, AR 72560. 501-269-3851. 


August 13-15 ¢ Duluth, MN 

Harps & Hammers Retreat, featuring 
Celtic harp, Irish hammer dulcimer, Irish 
singing and DADGAD guitar. Info: The 

H & H Retreat, 1939 Old North Shore Rd., 
Duluth, MN 55804. 218-525-4679. 


August 15-16 ¢ Salem, WV 

Dulcimer Weekend at Fort New Salem, (a 
nineteenth century West Virginia settle- 
ment), features workshops (hammered and 
mountain), concert, and jamming. Info: 
Carol Schweiker, Fort New Salem, Salem- 
Teikyo University, Salem, WV 26426. 
304-782-5245. 


August 21 ¢ West Dover, VT 
August Dulcimer Daze. A one day festival 
featuring mountain dulcimer and guitar 


HTARPS & HAMMERS 
RETREAT 

August 13-15, 1993 

A weekend getaway for Celtic 

Harp, Irish Hammered Dulcimer, 

Irish singing & DADGAD Guitar . 


Join Ceoltoiri in the beautiful lake 
district of Minnesota for a music retreat at 
the intimate setting of McCabe Renewal 
Center in Duluth, MN. Sue Richards 
will cover Celtic ornamentation on harp. 
Karen Ashbrook will explore embel- 
lishing & varying Irish jigs & reels. 
Connie McKenna will teach sean nos- 
style singing, folk vocal techniques & 
DADGAD guitar. We will also work on 
ensemble arranging & jamming! 


Space is limited to 25 people. 
Cost is $160 for the workshop + $75 
(approx.) optional room & board. Contact 
the H & H Retreat at (218)525-4679, 1939 
Old North Shore Rd, Duluth, MN 55804. 


workshops, jam sessions, sales booth, and 
a concert. Dulcimer rentals available. Held 
at The Red Cricket Inn. Info: George or 
Mary Haggerty, Folk Craft Music, 

PO Box 1572, Wilmington, VT 05363. 
802-464-7450. 


August 21 ¢ Charlotte, NC 

Heritage Day, honoring traditional music 
families of the Carolinas. Held at 
Carowinds/Paramount Paladium. Folk 
music and dance activities, performances, 
children’s stage, craft and music vendors. 
Info: 704-846-5508. 


August 22-28 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop for begin- 
ners. Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 704-837-2775. 


Aug. 24-0ct. 13 ¢ Crownsville, MD 
Maryland Renaissance Festival. A 16th- 
century English fair, including hammered 
dulcimer, Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
for 8 weekends. Info: 410-266-7304. 


SEPTEMBER 


September 4-6 ¢ Alderpoint, CA 

Eel River Music Camp. Workshops for 
acoustic instruments, singing and dance 
plus camp out. Info: Kicking Mule 
Records Music Camp, PO Box 158, Alder- 
point, CA 95411. 707-926-5312. FAX 
707-926-5250. 


September 10-12 © Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival. Annu- 
al hammered dulcimer festival, featuring 
classes at all levels, open mike and a con- 
cert. Info: Joanie Blanton, Box 1474, 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 304-263- 
2531. 


September 24-25 ¢ Memphis, TN 
Memphis Dulcimer Festival, featuring 
performances and workshops on ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimers, autoharp, 
etc. Info: Memphis Dulcimer Festival, 95 
N. Evergreen St., Memphis, TN 38104. 
901-725-6976. 


Plans for the 
Fifth Annual 


are now underway... 


Featuring Concerts and Workshops 
for Fretted and Hammered Dulcimer, Autoharp 
and other folk instruments 


Thur. Evening, Sept. 23th 
All day and evening, Fri., & Sat., Sept. 24th & 25th 


Get on the mailing list for our Festival Flyer, to be released June Ist 
Write to: 
Larkin Kelley Bryant 
95 N. Evergreen St. 
Memphis, TN 38104 
(901)725-6976 


Vendors inquiries welcomed 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


am delighted that Maddie has asked 
me to write a regular column for 
Dulcimer Players News on the his- 
tory and traditions of the Appala- 
chian dulcimer, and I have agreed to do so. 
By way of introducing myself, I am a col- 
lector of old and traditional dulcimers, am 
the author of the book The Story of the 
Dulcimer, published by Jean and Lee 
Schilling, and teach the dulcimer and its 
history at the annual Dulcimer Playing 
Workshop at Appalachian State University 
in Boone, North Carolina. 

This column can serve as a forum and 
exchange for information on dulcimer his- 
tory and traditions. Almost everything that 
I know about the dulcimer has come to me 
by way of someone who knew where an 
old instrument was, or knew someone that 
I ought to talk to, or had a story to tell. 
Much of the dulcimer’s history has 


DULCIMER 
Lacewood & Cedar 
Tearell 


CAPOS 

Maple or Walnut, 8.75 
Ebony or Rosewood overlay 
w/pearl snowflake, $13.75 


Mt. Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


Ron Ewing Du 


Gold or black aluminum, $15.75 (Prices postpaid). Send SASE for brochure. 


been lost, and experience shows that net- 
working is the best way to recover what 
can still be recovered. So, let us start the 
network. If you can contribute any infor- 
mation, or if you have questions, I strongly 
urge you to write to me in care of this col- 
umn. I will respond to contributions and 
queries, and I will run interesting material 
and photos in the column. 


The Two Types of Dulcimers 

In this column, the word “dulcimer” 
without a modifying adjective will refer to 
the Appalachian dulcimer. A modifying 
adjective became desirable in recent times 
when both types of instruments called 
“dulcimer” became widely disseminated. 
However, no adjectives were used to 
describe either instrument before the folk 
revival. This leads to an often-asked ques- 
tion: is the use of the word “dulcimer” to 
describe the two types of instruments 
based on a musical relationship between 
them? The answer is no. No one really 
knows why they have the same name. 

Of the two, the hammered dulcimer has 


Icimers 
224 East Maynard 
Columbus, Ohio 43202 
614-263-7246 


The , Beauty of Wood, The Sound of Music... 


IS 


115 Pelham Road Greenville, SC 29615 (803) 235-6291 


Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers « Traditional Instruments & 
Recordings « Accessories » Lessons « Specialty Items 


Handcrafted Musical Instruments and Finely Crafted Wood Products 
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From 
C. N. PRICHARD 
Manufacturer of the 
AMERICAN DULCIMER 
HUNTINGTON, W. VA. 
STRINGS 15 cts. a set 
Sent Post-Paid by Mail 


Computer facsimile of the label. Courtesy 
Swarthmore Alumni Bulletin. 


existed for a far longer period of time. Ref- 
erences to dulcimers, meaning hammered 
dulcimers, have appeared in print at least 
as far back as the Elizabethan era, and the 
instrument itself entered Europe from the 
Middle East during Medieval times. By 
contrast, the label that is illustrated with 
this article, that probably dates to the 
1880s, may be the earliest printed refer- 
ence to the Appalachian dulcimer that we 
have. 

continued on the next page 


Cardboard 
Dulcimers 


We make sturdy, inexpensive instru- 
ments, ideal for beginning players, 
schools and camping trips. Our kits are 
designed for novice builders. All parts 
are pre-cut. Assembly takes two hours, 
requires no sharp or unusual tools. 


We use solid wood fretboards, geared, 
tuners, soundboxes of die-cut, 200 lb. 
strength corrugated cardboard. No ply- 
wood. Extra strings, rainbag and playing 
manual included. Perfect present for 
youngsters or musical friends. Prices: $24 
- $44, group discounts available. 


Hearing is believing, so we offer DPN 
readers a 30-day free trial. We'll even pay 
the return shipping if you aren't satisfied. 
Write for a free catalog: DPN Free Trial 
Offer, Backyard Music, P.O. Box 9047, 
New Haven, CT 06532 or call 203/469- 
5756 from 7 a.m. - 11p.m. 


David Cross 
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Mt. Dulcimer History continued 


This label, and some supplementary research, have served to 
solve one of the big puzzles in dulcimer history—-the identity of the 
“Huntington Maker.” Information about this person’s identity had 
eluded investigators since his existence was first discovered by L. 
Allen Smith some twenty years ago. 

DPN readers will perhaps recall my Mini-Profile article in the 
October 1991 issue, in which I described my acquisition of an 
instrument made by the Huntington Maker. Seven dulcimers had 
been found that were probably or certainly made by him; they 
were illustrated in L. Allen Smith’s pioneering work A Catalogue 
of Pre-Revival Appalachian Dulcimers, published by the Univer- 
sity of Missouri Press in 1983. All were hourglass-shaped dul- 
cimers with heart soundholes, and most were charmingly painted 
in various patterns and colors. In addition to being historically 
important, the instruments are beautiful specimens of folk art. 

A tantalizing feature of the situation was that fragments of a 
printed label were visible through the lower right soundhole of 
several of the instruments, but no complete specimen of the label 
had survived. My instrument, the eighth one to be found, had no 
label, and could not contribute to solving the mystery. 


Gerry Milnes and Jimmy Costa 
The big break came in the summer of 1991 when Gerry Charles N. Prichard (1839-1904) of Huntington, West Virginia, historic 
Milnes, folklorist on the staff of the Augusta Heritage Arts Center dulcimer maker. Photo courtesy of T. E. Turley. 


Lois Hornbostel 


Fretted Dulcimer Recordings and Instructional Materials 


New Recording! New Beginner's Book! The Most Complete Duets Book 
“Dulcimer Enchantment” The Classroom Dulcimer Dulcimer Duets, Rounds & 
1 % Ensembles 


Beautiful fretted dulcimer 
instrumentals of British 
Isles & Appalachian 
music. “A wonderful col 
lection... Lois under. 
stands and beautifully 
expresses the emotions of 
each piece and conveys 
their subtle varieties to 
the listener...“—Cyntia 
Smith. Chrome audiocas 


A great playing start 
for children and a gen- 
Ue, unintimidating 
primer for new adult 
players. Colorful 
Appalachian music 
and a whole new 
approach to strum 
rhythms. Book $12.95 


For beginner to 
advanced players 
These 


welHoved and new 
dulcimer music. Book 
$9.95, Audiocassette 


sette $10.00 $10.00 

Super Book of Musical Styles 

& Playing Techniques Everybody's Favorite Fiddle Tune Book The Best Seller 
Anthology for the Fretted Dulcimer Fiddle Tunes The Irish Dulcimer 
Dulcimer = For novice to For novice to 


advanced players. 
Classic ¢ 
Irish musi 
nique instruc 
arrangements of 31 
Jigs, hornpipes, reels, 
polkas, harp tunes & 
songs. Book $6.95 


adv. 4 players. 40 
prite fiddle tunes 
arranged so you can 
play them in standard 
keys and up to speed. 
Companion tape is 
play-along style and 
heips you tune to 8 
tunings. Book $7.95 
Audiocassette $10.00 


For novice to 
advanced players. 64 
arrangements that 
show you how to 
authentically play 
many different styles 
of music. A “tour de 
force” of playing tech: 
niques. “Guest” 
ements by 
other well-known 
players. Book $12.95 


aim 70719 


wewwe s5 


Sanete? © Wiel Ear meneely F ote Srievy Sa ¢ 
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Please include $1.50 for the first item and 75¢ for each additional item. NC residents add 6% sales tax. 


at Davis and Elkins College in Elkins, West Virginia, told me that 
he had heard that Jimmy Costa knew something about “a dulcimer 
with a label in it.” Jimmy lives in a log cabin near the Greenbrier 
River in Talcott, West Virginia, makes a modest living doing car- 
pentry, and devotes his life to studying and collecting West Vir- 
ginia artifacts. 

I called Jimmy, and he went right to work. He located the dul- 
cimer, its owner, and a borrower who was currently in possession 
of the instrument. In due time the dulcimer entered Jimmy’s log 
cabin, on its way back from the borrower to the owner. I drove to 
West Virginia to see for myself. 

The accompanying photo shows Jimmy holding the dulcimer. 
Inside its lower right soundhole there is a complete, undamaged 
label, shown here in facsimile. It is the only one known. 

Additional research established that C. N. Prichard’s first name 
was Charles, that his dates were 1839 to 1904, that he had served 
in a Kentucky cavalry unit on the Union Side in the Civil War, 
that he had begun to make dulcimers in Kentucky some years 
after the War, and that he had then moved to Huntington where he 
became the publisher of a small magazine called The Cricket, and 
continued his dulcimer-making. The picture of Charles N. 
Prichard that appears here is from an old family photo album in 
the stock of a rare book dealer in Huntington. 

It would be nice to know more about Charles N. Prichard. If 
you have any information or any leads, be sure to write! 
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Jimmy Costa of Talcott, West Virginia holds the only known Prichard 
dulcimer with a complete label identifying the maker. Photo by Ralph 
Lee Smith. 


Ralph Lee Smith 
1662 Chimney House Road, Reston, VA 22090 


CONCERT MODEL 


Keith Young’s newly designed fretted dulcimer is the ultimate 
for the concert performer or those who demand the very best 
in creative design, enhanced sound, playing ease and 
craftsmanship. 


* unique shape 


and soundholes 


* deep soundbox for 
stronger bass response 
and loudness 


* gold planetary tuners 
with rosewood buttons 


* wide rosewood inlaid 
fretboard 


* transducer bridge 
for incredibly natural 
acoustic amplification 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


WIZMAK PRODUCTIONS 


presents 
ROB BRERETON 


Irish, Shaker, Big Band Tunes & Bach are 
masterfully combined on this recording with oboe, 
strings, drums, hammered dulcimer, guitar and more... 


A fresh and unique approach to the fretted dulcimer 


Available on cassette or CD 
Cassettes 10.98 ppd * CD’s 16.98 ppd 


Wizmak Productions 
PO Box 477 ¢ Wingdale, NY 12594 


Appalachian Dutcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
Telephone: (703) 941-1071 


1-500-955-9676 
Free catalog listing of other recordings available 
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GO0d-lime MUSIC 


Own on ne... 


by Meg Hale 
Martinsburg, West Virginia 


s the clock ticked steadily on the wall 
of O’Hurley’s General Store in Shep- 
herdstown, a white cat curled up on a 
table full of cookies and cards and a 
black dog named Bear sprawled his 
lengthy, hefty body across the floor. 

With the smell of potpourri burning in 
the air and the old-fashioned bells and hats 
situated on the shelves, all that was needed 
to perfect the country store atmosphere 
was some light music brimming with West 
Virginia heritage. Then O’ Hurley’s Gener- 
al Store String Band chimed in and the 
scene was complete. 

The band was formed in 1980 by Jay 
Hurley, owner of O’ Hurley’s and Dave 
McDaniel of Shepherdstown. The two 
became acquainted when McDaniel began 
selling some of his jewelry in O’Hurley’s 
and found they had a common interest in 
music, though neither considered himself 
to be extremely proficient. 

Hurley plays the hammered dulcimer, 
what he calls the “granddaddy of the piano 
and daddy of the harpsichord.” He made 
one for himself in 1977 and played it until 
1985, when he bought one in Inwood that 
has a crack he believes enhances its musi- 
cal character. 

McDaniel is a guitarist and said the 


good at it,” he said while ambling slowly 
around the general store, strumming his 
instrument. 

The one musical ability McDaniel gave 
himself credit for is being able to keep a 
beat. “I have a sense of rhythm. I can 
count rhythm for others to play around,” 
he said. 

The two began practicing in the store 
every week just for the mere enjoyment of 
it, playing what McDaniel calls “old 
mountain string-type music.” 

Knowledge of the musicians’ 7 p.m. 
Thursday rehearsals spread by word of 
mouth around the community and others 
began to amble in with their instruments to 
join in. 

Some regulars include Walter Caton, a 
fiddler from Shepherdstown, Genevieve 
O'Loughlin, a harpist who works at the 
store, and Sally Groff, a banjo, fiddle and 
medieval Spanish guitar player from Fred- 
erick, Md. And then there is Dave, who 
lives on the other side of the gas station 
next to O’Hurley’s and sometimes drops 
by to add his guitar and banjo abilities to 
the band. 

“We just had the intent of playing 
music,” said Hurley, clad in red suspenders 
and a striped shirt, hammering out an Irish 
ballad on his dulcimer. It was merely by 
accident the band broke into performing. 

Hurley recalled being at a country wed- 
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clan were there having their own casual 
jam session elsewhere on the property 
when the Critton Hollow group took a 
break. Soon the Critton Hollow band had 
surrounded Hurley’s players, wanting them 
to join in on their concert. And so their 
days of smalltown stardom began. 

Other unique performances McDaniel 
recalled were playing in the shop window 
for the opening of a Frederick Deli- 
catessen, at a wedding where all members 
of the party were mounted on horses and 
the Rumsey Radio Hour in Shepherd- 
stown. 

“Our musical instruments have taken us 
quite a few places,” Hurley said, laughing 
as he let his mind go back through shows 
gone by. He said the group’s standard fee, 
up until this year, “was all we could eat 
and all we could drink.” 

While Hurley considers himself outgo- 
ing and a showman of sorts, he said some 
members of the band only express them- 
selves while playing music. Caton, for 
instance, was “born with a fiddle in his 
hand,” but the instrument is the only loud 
thing about him. 

Not only is Caton a whiz with his 
strings, but Hurley said he is one of the 
few players in the group that reads music, 
so he plays if for everyone else and they 
echo what they hear. “Typically we learn 
just by listening, “ Hurley said. 
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to the string band was around beer kegs at 
parties. “I’ve never gotten particularly 
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Critton Hollow String Band was entertain- 
ing on the lawn. Some of the O’ Hurley’s 
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Away Lady,” “Red Wing,” “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” and several Irish 


songs. Hurley said the band’s “one contri- 
bution to bluegrass” is “Rocky Top.” 

As some players leave to take care of 
other commitments, others filter in and the 
style of music can change from folk danc- 
ing to soothing ballads. When O’ Loughlin 
takes her place on her stool and Hurley 
remains in his position behind the counter 
with his dulcimer before him, the room 
takes on a certain hush as “Greensleeves” 
and “Country Gardens” waft through the 
room. 

These songs, whether upbeat or solemn, 
do not just ring in the ears of the players 
and seep into the wooden walls of the 
store. Instead they fall upon the small clus- 
ter of people who find joy from just com- 
ing to hear the band rehearse. 

The Rev. Sandra Harshbarger, associate 
pastor at Trinity Episcopal Church in Mar- 
tinsburg, has been traveling to the store 
twice each month since September just to 
hear the music. “I think it’s very relaxing,” 
Harshhargver said “Tt helns me cit hack in 


of the audience at practice sessions for two 
years on and off. She met Hurley three 
years ago, she said, when visiting the area 
from her Leesburg, Va., home before she 
moved to Shepherdstown. “I just find it 
very pleasant and enjoyable,” Wallace 
said. And she invites her friends to share 
her love of the string instruments being 
strummed and hammered in unison. 

One of Wallace’s companions, Robin 
Young of Shepherdstown, came to the gen- 
eral store recently to experience her first 
rehearsal. While she enjoys the old-time 
country music, it is not something she lis- 
tens to very frequently. 

“T want to start hearing it more,” 
Young said. 

Not only did Young, an artist, soak in 
the music, but she made note of every 
detail of the people producing the sounds. 
One of her upcoming exhibits will include 
sketches of the people of Shepherdstown, 
eo her nencil was ccribbling wildly creat. 
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Jay and Dave at the General Store. 
Photo by Todd Harless 


they sit still,” Young said as she drew 
O'Loughlin, who sat motionless with the 
exception of her fingers. 

The string players are generally an 
energetic, vivacious bunch with plenty of 
forethought. Not only do they look for- 
ward to upcoming performances, but to an 
addition on the store that will serve as a 
furniture showroom with potential for a 
music studio of sorts. 

“We all know it’s going to be our 
Thursday night pickin’ and grinnin area,” 
Hurley said. 


Meg Hale is a lifestyles writer at The Morn- 
ing/Sunday Journal in Martinsburg, West Vir- 
ginia. She has written both hard news and 
features for The Journal for almost 2 years. A 
native of Bridgeport, New York, Hale is a graduate 
nt Allenheny Cnllene in Mearvilla Poennevivania 
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another era.” : ing the i images of Hurley, McDaniel and where she majored ii in communication arts. 
JoAnn Wallace, owner of JoAnn’sCon- O’Loughlin. This story is reprinted from The Morning/ 
signments in Shepherdstown, has been part “Musicians are great to draw because Sunday Journal and is used with permission. 
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Jean Lewis 


Sometimes I wonder what I did with 
my spare time before I became involved 
with the hammered dulcimer. Then I ask, 
what spare time? I decided years ago that I 
wanted to plunge in head-first and live life 
to the fullest, and that attitude crowds out 
spare time! The years B.D. (before dul- 
cimer) were always very full, but the dul- 
cimer has brought me a huge measure of 
personal pleasure. 

My first real adventure was way back in 
1954 when I was a high school student. 
Through the American Field Service 
Exchange Program I spent a summer liv- 
ing with a wonderful, fun loving Dutch 
family. I became their 7th child. Thanks to 
them, I developed, in the happiest of cir- 
cumstances, a sense of independence and 
an appreciation for our global village. I 
have always been very grateful for that 
opportunity. That was 38 years ago, and 
although we are now scattered throughout 
the world, we are still in touch! 

That early AFS experience set the stage 
for my on-going involvement in a whirl- 
wind of community activities, including 12 
years on the local Board of Education (6 as 
president). For about the last 6 years I have 
been a board member and officer of the 
Mental Health Association of Westchester 
County. In 1985, my husband, Paul, and I 
were honored by the local Chamber of 
Commerce as Citizens of the Year for our 
volunteer activities. I currently run a folk 
music concert series for our local library. I 
have also had a part time job just to ensure 
that I am never idle. 

Those activities have all been very 
rewarding and educational. But they all ran 
second in importance to my primary 
responsibility, which was to raise two very 
lively and interesting daughters who were 
born just 16 months apart. It was fun hav- 


ing them grow up in our lakefront home, 
but I must admit that I never suffered from 
the “empty nest syndrome” when they left 
for college. Somehow the dulcimer man- 
aged to walk into my life just as they were 
leaving home, I’m sure Beth and Kirsten 
are happy to know that they were 

replaced by a hammered dulcimer! 

I grew up in a musical family (in Liv- 
erpool, NY). I had piano and clarinet 
lessons, and playing in the band was a 
highlight of my high school years. But I 
was always very aware that my younger 
brother was the REAL musician in our 
family. So he went on for his Masters 
Degree in music, and I got a B.S. in ele- 
mentary education and didn’t do anything 
musically (except listen) for many years. 

In about 1980, I was liberated from all 
the serious activities and lured back into 
playing music. That summer, Paul and I 
went to a folk music concert at the Stam- 
ford (CT) Museum and heard a hammered 
dulcimer for the first time. It was being 
played by Walt Michael, and we fell in 
love with the sound of the instrument. 
Being an engineer, Paul decided to apply 
his design skills to hammered dulcimer 
construction. The first one was made of 
inexpensive pine (in case it exploded!), 
and weighed nearly as much as | did. But it 
was a good first instrument, and the week 
it was finished I took it to a Folk Legacy 
festival in Hartford, CT. As I arrived, lug- 
ging this monstrously big instrument, a 
very enthusiastic woman came flying 
toward me exclaiming, “Oh good —anoth- 
er dulcimer player!” That was Ami 
Montstream who took me to Augusta with 
her that summer, and with whom I have 
shared many a workshop and played many 
a tune, 

It was at Augusta that I first heard Paul 


Van Arsdale. Sam Rizzetta had invited 


Paul to come and teach us some tunes, and 
when he was done, he had taught us over 
30 tunes in just a couple of days! I have 
had to work at learning by ear, and at the 
time I was overwhelmed by so many new 
tunes. So I transcribed them in order to 
learn them, and that effort tured out to be 
a book, “Tunes for the Hammered Dul- 
cimer as Played by Paul Van Arsdale.” 
Recently Walt Michael asked me to tran- 
scribe all the tunes he had recorded, and 
that book is now available too: “Walt 
Michael’s Tunes for Hammered Dul- 
cimer.” 

Because of all the enjoyment the ham- 
mered dulcimer has brought me, I enjoy 
teaching others to play. I have taught 
workshops at the Autumn Hills Dulcimer 
Festival, the Flower Carol Festival, the 
Cranberry Dulcimer Festival and the 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium. I’ve also 
had dozens of private students of all ages 
and backgrounds —and all of them a joy 
to teach, Each and every student has a dif- 
ferent learning style and different musical 
interests, and I am always challenged to 
find new tunes and techniques to teach 
them. 
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Miss Hamilton ‘Gane 


transcribed by Jean Lewis 
Slow air from the playing of Eugene O'Donnell 


Cornelius Lyons was harper to the Earl of Antrim. 


STRAPS FOR 
oo and Soup ALL LAPS 


+ Adjustable « One size fits all laps 
and mt. dulcimers + Quick release 


Jeannie Tomanica 
8250 Mt. Garfield buckle + Available in black, red, 
rainbow, green, blue, and purple 


Nunica, MI 49448 
* $12.00 ppd. (NY residents add sales tax) 


Sue Carpenter 


‘ue onete® 
ne 7] | P.O. Box 570-D + Nassau, NY 12123 


CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


TULL GLAZENER 
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hen my wife, Shelly, gave me my first dulcimer for a 
Christmas present about 12 years ago, I thanked her pro- 
fusely, and put it away in the back of a closet. I just 
didn’t think you could ever coax “real” music out of a 3- 
stringed instrument with half the frets missing. Two years later I 
happened to hear someone playing a dulcimer at a local park, and 
was immediately captivated by the sound. I retrieved the instru- 
ment from the closet, found someone to give me some starter 
lessons, and have rarely put it down since. 
For me, music in general and the sound of the dulcimer in par- 
ticular is a great way to relieve the stress and tension of everyday 
life. It’s a “low-tech” outlet that helps keep me centered, and I 


SUMPTER VALLEY 
ew’s Harp Festival 


July 30 to Aug 1, 1993 


Details: Bill Gohring, 
POB 92, Sumpter, 


OR 97877 or call 
Gordon at (206) 
725-2718. Other 
instruments 
welcome, 

too! 


NY state residents add local sales tax on total including shipping 
Canada S & H: $5.00 Overseas S & H: $10.00 


often use it to relax and unwind after a hectic day. This 
simple instrument is amazingly versatile, and readily 
adapts itself to a wide range of musical styles. 

I am continually impressed at how different the instru- 
ment can sound in the hands of different players. It is an 
extremely personal instrument that responds equally well to 
each individual player’s unique approach. One of my early “men- 
tors” of the dulcimer was a man named Ed Stephens who used to 
talk about how the instrument seemed to bind itself to the soul of 
the player, and become its voice. The basic simplicity of the 
instrument makes this voice accessible to nearly everyone. 

I owe a large debt to all the other dulcimer players out there 
who helped, encouraged, and inspired me with this instrument and 
continue to do so. I also feel an obligation to “put something 
back” into the music that’s given me so much by sharing it with 
others as much as possible. If it hadn’t been for that person in the 
park that day, I might never have discovered the dulcimer. That’s 
the main reason why I go out places to play or teach. Otherwise, 
I'd be perfectly content to stay home and play on my back porch 
by myself ( or with just a few friends)! The best advice I have for 
any dulcimer player is to be yourself with your instrument. Bor- 
row ideas, techniques, licks etc. from as many players as you can, 
but always add a piece of yourself to make it uniquely yours. And 
above all, have fun with it! 


Rose of Sharon 

“Rose of Sharon” is a traditional waltz that I first heard per- 
formed as a “twin fiddle” piece at a bluegrass festival. I recently met 
a couple of musicians from Norris, TN who call this tune “Rose of 
Shannon”, so the name may have gotten somewhat garbled as it 
made its way north. You can strum across all the strings, but you 
might want to try just strumming on the first beat of each chord 
change, and “flat-picking” the melody in between while the chord is 
still ringing. I’ve taught this tune in several workshop sessions 
recently, and it sounds fantastic when you get a room full of dul- 
cimers playing it together! Many thanks to Sandy Conatser whose 
Macintosh expertise made this wonderful printed tab possible. 


Tull Glazener 
6936 West 71st Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-1609 


PATTERNS and PATCHWORK 


Mountain Dulcimer Fingerpicking Made Easy 


Age] + Easy step-by -step instruction book * Basic to 


advanced picking patterns and techniques + Exercises 
for improved tone + Over 50 arrangements of familiar, 
traditional, and original airs, reels, and jigs + 152 pages + 
$19.95 * Shipping $2.75 Sue Carpenter 
P. O. Box 570-D 
Nassau, NY 12123 
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= Rose of Sharon Waltz 


Key of D, Tuning DAD Arrangement, Tull Glazener 
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Planning a visit to Indiana’s 
Amish Country? 


Be sure to look us up 


Simple Sounds 


We carry various names in 
© Hammered Dulcimers 
* Mountain Dulcimers 
© Harmonicas 
° Folk Instruments 
© Windchimes & Gifts 


Open Year Round, No Sundays 
Phone and mail orders welcome 
Ask about workshops! 


und. 


Upstairs in the Davis Mercantile 
Post Office Box 837 
Shipshewana, IN 46565-0837 
(219) 768-7776 


@ The 


~ Fredericksburg 
Dulcimer Players 


PRESENT 
A 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Workshop 


(intermediate level) 


FEATURING 
Kendra Ward 


JUNE 21 - 23, 1903 
7-OPN 
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 


For more info, contact: 
MARYDALE BLUE 
(210) 997-9164 

eS (evenings only) 


You can find 
a great dulcimer 


in New York City. 


After the Rain 


A gallery of fine handcrafts in Soho 


featuring 
Appalachian Dulcimers 
by Blue Lion, Ron Ewing 
& North Country Dulcimers 


and Hammered Dulcimers 
by Dusty Strings 


After the Rain 


149 Mercer Street 
New York, NY 10012 
(212) 431-1044 


Open Monday Saturday 11-7 
Sunday 12-6 


Four String, Six String & Bass 
Walkabout Dulcimers™ 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome ® 


416 Washington Street SE #204 © Olympia, WA ¢ 98501 © 206 7547790 


S ampler Records Ltd. 


Sampler Records Ltd. is headed by dulcimer artist Mitzie Collins, and specializes in acoustic music for fiddle, dulcimer, harp, and 
music for children and the Christmas season. We also carry instruments, stands, tune books and arrangements for dulcimer. We 
are located in Rochester, New York, where we sponsor concerts and welcome dulcimer lovers to our new office headquarters. 


@ SACKETT'S HARBOR: A cassette of 31 dance 
tunes from Western New York State performed in 
19th-century style on antique instruments. A treas- 
ury of wonderful melodies, the recording is based on 
research by ethnomusicologist Jim Kimball, who 
plays fiddle, pump organ, bones, and jews harp. 
Other musicians are Mitzie Collins, dulcimer; 
Glenn McClure, dulcimer; Karen Park, cello; Eric 
Rounds, fiddle, and Betsy Gamble, fiddle. cas- 
sette only, $9.50. 


@ VIK KIBLER: ADIRONDACK FIDDLER: 
Vik Kibler has played the fiddle more than 50 years, 
and he shares his family traditions on this outstand- 
ing collection of tunes from the Northeast. Kibler is 
joined by his longtime, music-making friend Paul 
Van Arsdale, dulcimer, on seven tunes. A com- 
panion book with the music is also available. cassette 
$9.50, companion book $9.50: book and cassette 
combination, $17.00. 


@ ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN THE MORNING: 
Mitzie Collins, dulcimer and Roxanne Ziegler , 
Celtic harp, combine to present 19 Irish jigs, reels, 
marches and slow airs. The mood goes from rollick- 
ing to quietly poignant in this highly acclaimed 
recording which emphasizes the blending of many 
strings. Fiddle, fluteand recorder add interest to the 
texture. cassette $9.50, compact disc $15.00. 


@ THE HILLS OF LORNE: A stunning collec- 
tion of Scottish tunes, played with verve and a deep 
understanding of the Scottish tradition. Dulcimer 
player Lee Vaccaro is part of the ensemble which 
features Hazel Stewart on fiddle, and includes 
Jim Cain, guitar, and Allan Hopkins, mandolin 
and concertina. cassette $9.50 


@ WORLD RESONANCE: A treat for the ears 
and for the mind, this exploration of World Music 
features Mitzie Collins, dulcimer, Faruk 
Tekbilek, Middle Eastern percussion and flute, 
and Alfred St. John, steel drums. The combina- 
tion of theseinstruments in improvisatory flights of 
shimmering strings and pulsing drums with the 
haunting breath of the Middle Eastern flute or Ney, 
have given this album frequent airplay on numer- 
ous radio stationsacross the country.cassette $9.50, 
compact disc $15.00. 


@ BE THOUMY VISION: Esther Kreek, re- 
spected dulcimer teacher and warmly received per- 
former, joins forces with Mitzie Collinson this im- 
mensely popular recording of 24 favorite hymn 
tunes. The ringing notes of the hammered dulcimer 
unfold each melody with clarity and vitality. Flute 
and guitar add depth to this outstanding recording. 
cassette $9.50, compact disc $15.00. 


Cassettes $9.50, Compact Discs $15.00, Postage $2.50 
NYS residents please add sales tax to the total. 


Send for your FREE CATALOG of more than 25 outstanding recordings 


SAMPLER RECORDS LTD. 
ROCHESTER NY 14619 
FAX 716-328-2010 


a 


1-800-537-2755 e 


PO BOX 19270 


oe 


Over 25 years of hammer dul- 
cimer design innovation. Instru- 
ments of versatility, beauty, and 
expanded tone and range. Also, 
the recordings of Sam Rizzetta, 

on compact disc and cassette! 


Write for free price list. 


Rizzetta Music 
Dept. D 
P.O. Box 510 
Inwood, WV 25428 


HAMMERED 
DULCIMERS 
From 


$339 


HAMMERED 
ULCIMER KITS 


From 


*169 


Hammered 
Dulcimers at 
Affordable Prices! 
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Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 
From Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6-11 price for each. Orders for 50 or more pieces in 
the same category receive a 10% additional discount from the 12 and up price. 


DULCIMER BACKS 
Dimensions 7° x 32° x 1/8" for 1 pe 
8 x 32° x 1/8" for 2 pc (two 4° pcs) 

fem ¢ 15 
501 Cherry 1 pc 850 
502 Cherry 2 pc 8.50 
503. Walnut 1 pc 8.95 
504 = Walnut 2 pc 895 
505 Hond. Mahogany 1 pc 8.80 
506 — Hond. Mahogany 2 pc 880 
508 Birdseye Maple 2 pc 11.10 
510 Curly Maple 2 pc 11.10 
511 E Indian Rosewood 2 pc 25.25 


SOUNDBOARDS 
Dimensions 7° x 32° x 1/8" for 1 pc 

8" x 32" x 1/8" for 2 pc (two 4” pcs) 
Sitka Spruce and W.R. Cedar are vertical rain 
551 No. 1 Spruce 2 pe 940 
554 WR. Cedar 2 pe 940 
555 Butternut 2 pc 8.95 


DULCIMER SIDE SETS 
Dimensions 2° x 32° x 1/10" (2 pes) 
601 Cherry 
602 = Walnut 
603 Hond. Mahogany 

Birdseye Maple 

Curly Maple 

E. Indian Rosewood 


FINGERBOARDS 

Dimensions 3/4° x 32° x 1 1/2 
Cherry 8.50 
Wainut 895 
Hond. Mahogany 8.80 
Clear Maple 755 
Bdseye Maple 10.55 
Curly Maple 10.55 
E. Indian Rosewood 2175 


NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS PRE-CUT FOR 27" 
PATTERN (18 FRET SLOTS) $2.00/FINGERBOARD 


DELRIN PLASTIC NUT AND BRIDGE STOCK 


700 To fit above $1.25 per ft 


POSITION MARKERS 
900 Abalone Dots (6 MM) 
991 Mother of Pearl Dots (6 MM) 


DULCIMER PEG HEADS 
Dimensions 1 1/2° x 3° x 8 for 1 pc Circle: 1 pc or 2 pc 
1 1/2'x 3° x 8 (two 3/4" pes) 
750 Cherry 490 420 
751 Walnut 5.25 450 
752 Hond. Mahogany 5.15 440 
753 Birdseye Maple 6.60 5.65 
754 Curly Maple 660 5.65 
755 — E. Indian Rosewood 1460 1 12.50 
758 African Mahogany 485 420 
DULCIMER TAIL BLOCKS 
Dimensions 2° x 1 1/2 x3 
850 = Cherry 225 210 1.90 
851 = Walnut 230 220 1.95 
852 Hond. Mahogany 230 215 1:95 
853 Clear Maple 205 195 175 
854 Birdseye Maple 250 235 215 
855 Curly Maple 250 235 2.15 
856 —_E. indian Rosewood 445 420 3.80 


DULCIMER TUNING PEGS 

MACHINE HEADS — individuals with screws, for horizontal mounting. 
white plastic button 

3024 Set of 4 $7.75 3026 49-144 $1.50 ea 
3025 5-48 $1.65 ea 3027 1458 up $1.30 ea. 


GROVER “PERMA-TENSION" — pegs with pearloid buttons (Set of 4) 
3030 (1 Set) $29.50 (2-4) $24.50 (5-11) $20.40 (12 & up) $17.00 
3040 Rosewood button add $4 00/set 


FRICTION PEGS 
3050 Ebony $3.00 ea 3060 Rosewood .. $3.25 ea 


‘STEWART -MACDONALD FIVE-STAR DULCIMER PEGS 
Pearloid button (Set of 4) 
3065 (1Set)$75.00 (2) $60.00 (3-5)$48.00 (6 & up) $4275 


DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS 

(copper plated) (use with ball end strings) 

4085 Set of 4 40 4087 Pkg. of 250 9.40 
4086 Pkg. of 50 250 4088 Pkg. of 500 15.00 


STRINGS | Bulk Packed (Combine Sizes for Best Discount) 
Piain Sizes 009 - 013 Wound Sizes 020 - 026 
Plain Sizes Wound Sizes 
1-12 Strings 50 ea 1.25 ea 
13-48 Strings 35 ea 1.15 ea 
49-144 Strings 30 ea 90 ea 
145-288 Strings 25 ¢a 70 ea 
289 & Up Strings 18 ea 50 ea 
SPECIFY BALL OR LOOP END 


FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver, Pre-straightened, 2° lengths 
4090 per foot 85 
5000 1/4 Ib. (about 19°) 9.50 
5010 1 Ib 28.75 


DULCIMER CASES 

CHIPBOARD (Lozenge Shape) fits both hourglass and teardrop styles 
39° x 4°. 8 tapering to 5* width 

5017 (1) $33.95 (2) $27.15 ea. (3-5) $23.75 ea. (6 & up) $16 98 ea 
HAROSHELL 39° x 8° x 4 

5020 90.00ea 

CARRYING BAG 42° x 8° Cordura fabric, padded. lined. Has shoulder 
strap, handle, book/accessory pocket 

5051 (1)$49.95 (2)$39.95ea. (3-5) $34.95ea. (6& up)$29.95ea. 


DULCIMER PICKS | Circie one: large triangle or long oval shape 
5070 Pkg of 5 1.00 5080 Pkg. of 144 14.40 
5075 Pkg. of 72 10.80 
5071 Herdim® “3 in 1° picks (3 gauges in 1 pick) 

(1-2) 75ea (3-5) 60ea. (6-11) 53¢a (128 up) 45ea 


ZITHER TUNING PEGS  Nickei plated 

11002 each 30 11020 Pkg. of 500 80.00 
11000 Pkg. of 50 11.50 11030 Pkg. of 1000 130.00 
11010 Pkg. of 250... 47.50 


HITCH PINS Nickel plated 135 X 1 1/4" long 


13080 Pkg. of 50 5.00 
13081 Pkg. of 250 ...... 18.75 


13082 Pkg. of 500 30.00 
13083 Pkg. of 1000 50.00 


Write for our complete supply list. 
Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer and 
Bowed Psaltery! 


SHIPPING - Most orders shipped via UPS. Please include your 
street address with order. Orders up to $100: Minimum ship 
ping charge tor woods and accessories ~ $5.00. Orders of $101 
and up: Add 5% of the total order. We will bill for additional 
shipping when orders contain large quantities of heavy items. 
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BMS Fretted Dulcimer 


ra 
by Lorraine Lee Hammond 


_ sing the capo on the Appalachian dulcimer strongly expos- 
@@ es the system of ‘natural’ modes that we have inherited 
from the ecclesiastical music of medieval Europe. In the 
_... last issue we tuned D-A-d-d and placed the capo at the first 
fret to hear the haunting voice of the aeolian, or natural minor, 
mode. We played the beautiful traditional tune, “Searching for 
Lambs.” 

Now we will consider the obscure Lochrian mode. I don’t have 
a tune to illustrate it because I know of none that exist and have 
never been moved to compose one. Instead we’ ll discover how a 
familiar tune is altered by being played in the Lochrian mode. 

The ideal tuning for the Lochrian mode is the ‘bagpipe’ tuning 
with all strings tuned to D. Technically we must eliminate the 
string tuned to A because the relationship of D to A (Do to Sol) 
doesn’t occur in the Lochrian pattern. For the purposes of intro- 
ducing the Lochrian mode, however, the D-A-d-d tuning sounds 
fine even though it is not academically precise. 

Once tuned, capo at the second fret to hear the curious sound 
of the Lochrian mode. The Lochrian mode occurs from fret 2 
(now your capoed open string) to fret 9. Do not play your 6+ fret; 
it is not part of the natural mode. 

There are seven natural modes. Each contains a measured 
arrangement of five whole steps (wide fret spaces) and two half 
steps (narrow fret spaces) within an octave. Each begins on a dif- 
ferent fret. Here’s a chart: 
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Fret Mode Pattern of Whole and Half Steps 
O07 Mixolydian WeWeh>WeWeheW 
18 Aeolian Weh>WeWeh>WeW 
2109 Lochrian heWeWeh>W:WeW 
30 10 Tonian WeWeh>WeWeWeh 
4to ll Dorian Weh>WeWeWeheW 
5 to 12 Phrygian h>WeWeWeh>WeW 
6 to 13 Lydian WeWeWeheWeWeh 


Using the piano’s white keys exclusively, each note in the C 
major scale is the root of one of the natural modes. Middle C to 
C’ corresponds to the Ionian pattern that also starts at the third fret 
on the dulcimer. If you tune a dulcimer string to G below middle 
C and play from the third to the tenth fret only on that string (no 
6+) you will have a precise match with the C to C’ white key 
piano pattern and pitch. 

Played on only the white keys of the piano, the Lochrian mode 
occurs from B to B’. Because our strings are tuned to D, we have 
moved the starting pitch to F#— the note at the second fret of a 
string tuned to D. The mode has an unsettling quality for those of 
us raised with the conventions of Western music. Both our famil- 
iar major scale (Ionian mode) and our minor scale (Aeolian mode) 
have a whole step between the first two notes; the familiar Do to 
Re combination. The Lochrian mode starts right off with a half 
step; Do to Re-flat, a most unsettling sound. 

A second distinction is the occurrence of the “devil’s tritone,” 
an interval of three whole steps between frets 2 and 6. Modern 
musicians call this combination of pitches an augmented fourth or 
a diminished fifth. C to F# on the piano is an easy place to find 
and play it. The sound is far more acceptable to modern sensibili- 
ties than it was to those of medieval Europeans, but we still use it 
sparingly. 

Now that you have capoed let’s play a familiar tune to empha- 
size the strange sound of the note relationships in the Lochrian 
mode. “Mary Had a Little Lamb” will do nicely. The letter C 
stands for the capoed string unfretted, and the dash indicates that 
the note should be held for an extra beat. 


Mary Had a Little Lamb 

(Lochrian mode, D tuning, capo at 2) 

a 4¢ f @i 2 6 
1 i 1- 2 |4 # - 
2] €. ft 2.72. 2.2 
je a a ee a eee 


To retrieve Mary from the Lochrian mode remove the capo and 
play the numbers above, substituting O for the letter C. What a 
change! 
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Technical Dulcimer 


by Sam Rizzetta 


| have just completed construction 
of my first mountain (fretted) dul- 
cimer. The soundboard is made 
___. from Western red cedar and all 
other parts are black walnut. The acous- 
tic quality of the instrument is quite 
good, in my opinion. | am now planning 
to make a short fretboard dulcimer of red 
oak and my daughter has asked me to 
build one for her from Oregon myrtle. 
Part of my preconstruction planning 
has included research into the instru- 
ment’s sound quality based on wood 
species used for construction. A number 
of articles on dulcimer construction have 
referred to the musical qualities of vari- 
ous woods as well as expected variations 
between sapwood and heartwood or 
quartersawn and flatsawn wood. But | 
have not been able to find a good wood 
technology reference book which gives 


Lucille Reilly teaches 


instrument makers some of the acoustic 
properties of common woods. Do you 
have a clue about the existence of such 
a tome? 


Most reference books on wood give 
only passing mention to wood use in musi- 
cal instruments and not much help when it 
comes to choosing the better woods for the 
various parts of musical instruments. There 
is, of course, a great deal of information on 
specific kinds of musical instruments, such 
as violins, guitars, and pianos, with many 
good books specific to those instruments 
and much consideration of the woods tra- 
ditionally used for the various mechanical, 
tonal, and decorative aspects of construc- 
tion. You could, of course, follow the 
wood selections for a guitar or violin in the 
building of fretted dulcimers and have 
some confidence that the resulting instru- 
ment would work well. 

But part of the charm of the fretted dul- 
cimer is that its fabrication has not become 
so fixed and rigid. There are many designs 
and shapes. And builders have used what- 
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ever woods were at hand, adding to the 
charm and uniqueness of each instrument 
and each builder. There is more to the 
pleasure of a dulcimer than merely what it 
sounds like. Part of the joy may be playing 
music on an instrument made from grand- 
ma’s bed headboard, or a piece of Uncle 
Joe’s barn that fell down in the storm of 
1985, or wood from far-off places or near- 
by places that are close to the heart. 

In order to truly understand the tonal 


continued on the next page 
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Technical Dulcimer continued 


differences available from different woods we would need to do 
lengthy controlled experiments. Take one dulcimer design and 
make as many different exact copies of it as kinds of wood we 
wish to try for the soundboards, and then compare the sounds. 
And we could repeat this for all the other parts of the dulcimers as 
each part has a tonal contribution to the whole. Different woods 
will be suitable for different parts. And just when we feel we 
know something, we will remember that variations in the effects 
of different woods will be due not only to wood species, but that 
there can be great variations within the same species, depending 
on where the wood grew, how fast it grew, what part of the tree it 
came from, how it was cut, seasoned, and dried and aged. And, 
just perhaps, our construction technique is not so perfect as to 
make each test instrument so identical that only the woods cause 
any difference in sound. You can begin to see what a chore it is to 
make sufficient tests to learn what you ask. Yet, with some know- 
ledge of the tradition, shared information with other builders, 
experimentation, and personal experience, we can make pleasing 
instruments, even if they are not totally predictable when we try 
unfamiliar woods. 

I can give you some of my personal opinions of wood based on 
my own experience of building hundreds, and probably thousands 
of instruments, including lots of dulcimers. It is not easy to talk 
about sounds and tone qualities and be certain we are understand- 


ing the same meanings. But, with that in mind, we’ll give it a try. 

First, however, let us consider quartersawn and flatsawn wood. 
In quartersawn boards the wood is cut out of the tree so that the 
grain of the annual rings is at right angles, or perpendicular, to the 
broad surface of the board. There have been occasions when man- 
ufacturers used flatsawn wood. The instance that comes to my 
mind is that many of the Gibson mandolins of the early 20th cen- 
tury had carved maple backs of flatsawn wood. This gave an inter- 
esting look to the grain. However, general practice in musical 
instruments is to use only quartersawn wood for the large wooden 
plates such as soundboards and backs. Quartersawn wood is gen- 
erally stiffer, stronger, less likely to warp or crack, and dimension- 
ally more stable. All this adds up to a more durable, trouble-free 
instrument with a brighter tone that most players will find more 
attractive. So, for tops, backs, and sides I recommend wood that is 
quartersawn or at least somewhat close to quartersawn. Boards 
that are relatively thick or narrow are less susceptible to the prob- 
lems of flatsawn wood. So, if you have a lovely piece of flatsawn 
wood you'd like to use, build a dulcimer design with a narrow 
shape. 

The heartwood of a tree, as the name implies, lies in the center 
of the trunk, comprises most of the wood in larger trees, and gen- 
erally has the characteristics of a species’ color, grain, and 
mechanical qualities with which we may be familiar from looking 
at furniture, musical instruments, etc. The sapwood is more newly 
formed wood in the outer part of the trunk’s diameter, just inside 
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the cambium. While the sapwood of some trees is useful, it is 
generally weaker, softer, dimensionally less stable, and lighter in 
color and less attractive than heartwood. So, structurally and 
acoustically there is generally no reason to use sapwood. As an 
esthetic device some fine woodworkers use pieces of wood that 
include some sapwood. The juxtaposition of heartwood and sap- 
wood can be a visually interesting part of the grain and look of a 
wooden object, although this seems to be more acceptable in art 
pieces than in functional furniture or instruments. If you like the 
look of a bit of sapwood in the design of your dulcimer, by all 
means go ahead. You are the artist. However, I'd steer clear of 
using large areas of sapwood for the soundboard, back or sides. 

Finally, on the task of assessing the sound or tone of various 
woods in building fretted dulcimers. Let me first stress, as I have 
many times before in this column, that one may use very poor 
woods but with good design and workmanship build a good- 
sounding instrument. Conversely, with poor design and crafting 
the most wonderfully resonant woods will produce an instrument 
more suited to hanging on the wall than delighting us with 
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Transposing from One Key to Another 
Problem: student wanted to transpose a 
tune from her hymnal into a more dul- 
cimerable key. It is a rule that all tunes in 
hymnals (at least, the ones I want to play) 
are in impossible keys for the dulcimist. 
When I’m vacuuming the floors, I ponder 
such questions — why those keys in the 
hymnal? Are those better for the singers? 
Did some facile organist want to show off? 
Was it done as a learning tool by early 
choirmasters who were often local music 
teachers? Was some early copyist tragically 
sadistic? Some things may be unknowable. 
Solution: do it by ear. Do you know the 
tune well enough so that you can sing it 
without assistance? If not, learn it that 
well, by whatever means necessary. Play a 
recording of it over and over. If you can 
sight-read on some instrument, play it in 
its hymnal key until you know it that well. 


Yj Hammer Dulcimer 


Make a friend hum it to you a thousand 
times. Whatever. Then, go to the dulcimer 
and play a scale in whatever dulcimer key 
seems most appropriate. The theory is that 
you will hear, in your head, the tone on 
which this tune should start in the key just 
played. John McCutcheon gave me that 
valuable hint in a workshop in Arlington, 
Texas eons ago. 

After you know the beginning note, just 
take it from there, little by little. Hum a 
few notes in your head, stumble around 
until you find them. Make a mental note of 
which notes turned out to be the right ones. 
I have students who make physical notes 
(one with standard notation, others by just 
jotting down the letter names/tab numbers) 
of the correct notes, as they “unearth” 
them. I don’t really think this is necessary. 
It slows down the process tremendously, in 
my opinion. However, my students always 
do whatever they think is best for them and 
know that I won’t condemn. Brains work 
in a wide variety of ways. 

After you can play the whole tune on the 
dulcimer, decide on some hammer patterns 
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and/or make an arrangement, depending on 
what stage you are in your playing and how 
you want to hear that tune. For instance, 
you might want to try some harmony notes, 
making a few of them grace notes. As it 
was with tuning your dulcimer, the first 
time you play something by ear will be the 
most difficult time you'll ever have at it. It 
gets much easier, rather quickly. 

Problem #2: same problem: this student 
just could not play by ear. She is an excel- 
lent musician with a great deal of classical 
background, and reads standard notation 
quite well. Of course she could learn to 
play by ear. But, she didn’t think so, at that 
time. I was once in this same position. The 
only difference was that I'd had a sight- 
singing class that had taught me a lovely, 
easy method of transposition from one key 
to the next. 

Solution #2: use this method. Take the 
tune in standard notation. Write down, or 
get affixed in your brain, the tones of both 
scales: the one the notation is currently in 
and the one in which you’re wanting to 
play it on the dulcimer. If you’re going to 
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write it down, put the notes of one scale 
directly under the other and, on a third 
line, put the notes’ correct positions in 
their respective scales. 

Sometimes, I put the tonic (note the 
scale begins on) at both the beginning and 
end of the scale, as you often hear it 
played. I did it one way in Example 1 and 
the other way in Example 2. You decide 
which suits you better. Now, do it—change 
the tune from one key to the next. You can 
write each note in the “new” tune (in this 
case, in D) on your copy of the “old” tune 
(in this case, in B-flat). Or, you can make a 
standard notation version of that tune in its 
new key, although that seems like a great 
deal of unnecessary work, to me. Eventu- 
ally, you can get good enough to look at 
the version in your “original” key and just 
transpose it, mentally, onto the dulcimer in 
the new key. Do whatever works best for 
you at this time in your life. 


Key Signature 


z 
2 
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no sharps or flats 
1 sharp 
2 sharps 
3 sharps 
4 sharps 
5 sharps 
1 flat 

2 flats 

3 flats 

4 flats 

5 flats 
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EXAMPLE 2 
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Example 2 gives the major keys with 
which you’re most likely to be working. 
Also given is the hymn on which my stu- 
dent was working, There Is A Fountain, in 
both the original key and in the key she 
ended up using on the dulcimer. I put the 
letter names on one line and their positions 
in the scale on the other, Although I didn’t 
do it in this music, I usually put a prime 
sign (') to show one octave and a double 
prime (") to show another. For many peo- 
ple, that makes things even clearer. 

In the January-March, 1993 issue of 
DPN, the Figure One in my column was 
printed upside down [Ed: Whoops!] You'll 
find it eminently more helpful to turn it the 
other direction, so that the bridge that has 
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FAX: (612) 861-0085 
Se) Toll-Free Order Line («x 


VISA 
(800) 497-3655 “== 

6625 Penn Avenue South 

Richfield, MN 55423 


Free shipping on your first order 


3% 
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notes used on both sides is on your left. 

This issue comes to you in the spring- 
time. Take time to drive around your part 
of this world and look at the lovely bloom- 
ing things. A friend of mine thinks I’m 
horribly morbid, but, if I live to be 80, I’m 
only going to get to see 32 more seasons of 
wisteria blooms. This knowledge doesn’t 
make me sad— it makes me more appre- 
ciative of each season’s little miracles. 
Reread Emily Dickinson’s poem #712 
(Because I would not stop for death) with 
this possible explication in mind. I came to 
this philosophy after taking that ride with 
Emily. 

Questions? Suggestions? 1114 Vine 
Street, Denton, TX 76201. 


Maiden Creek Dulcimers 


Your Source for 
At... Traditional Music 


New! Good Old Hymns # 1-15 great old gospel songs 


and hymns. DAD/DAA; BEG-ADV ...... $4.95 + .25 tax 
Christmas Sweetness —14 unusual carols + medleys; 
INT/ADV; DAA/DAD. 3rd printing... .... $4.95 + .25 tax 


Christmas Wonder — 13 carols + medleys; 1, 2, 3 players. 
BEG-ADV; DAA/DAD. 2nd printing. . . . 
Celtic Songs and Airs #1-15 Scots, Irish, Welsh. 

. . $4.95 + .25 tax 
Fiddle and Banjo #1 -—15 new arrangements. Mostly DAD. 
Stubborn INT/ADV. ............ 


Cowboys and Vaqueros #1 -—12 Southwestern songs, 2 
medleys. DAD/DAA; BEG-ADV. .... . 


DAA/DAD; INT/ADV. 3rd printing 


. . $4.95 + .25 tax 
. . $4.95 + .25 tax 


- » $4.95 + .25 tax 


Hear The Magic Of 
TUES 


DAY'S CHILD 


“| think you'll 
love it! Highly 
recommended.” 
-Bill Spence, 
Andy’s Front Hall 


“One of the best 
hammered 
dulcimer albums 
to come along 
in a long time.” 


—Mitzie Collins, 
Sampler Records 


Also: Beginner's First Songbook — 22 olctimers 
in sequence for 1, 2, 3 string playing. DAA, intro 
DAD tis 25 4 rss he are 8-2 Gis $6.50 + .35 tax 


Available soon: Beginners Old Time Favorites 
Shipping 1st item $1.95, $.50 each additional 


Fine Fretted Dulcimers Made to Your Order 
Send SASE for Catalog, Book Contents 


Maiden Creek Dulcimers Box 666 


708/345-7825 Wooster, OH 44961 


To Order*: Cassettes $10 
* (or for bookings) CDs $15 
Please add $1.50 postage 
and handling. Make checks 
payable to: Steve Schneider 
Mail to: 

Salient MusicWorks 

PO Box 34 

Congers, NY 10920 


Steve Schneider plays original and 
traditional acoustic music from 
home and abroad, featuring 
Hammered Dulcimer with flute, 
fiddles, guitar, cello, piano & more. 
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There is a Fountain (key of D) 


Fountain (key of B flat) 
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Coleman’s March 


Hammered Dulcimer arrangement 
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For the past few years I have been jamming monthly with four _ this tune always reminds me of “Midnight On The Water” — only 


talented musicians: Jim Egen, Toby Fagenson, Mark Edelman, in march tempo! 

and Mike Hacker —all members of the New York Pinewoods 

Folk Music club. Each of us plays at least two instruments, and Bernie Stolls is a banjo and hammered dulcimer player from Long 
some wonderful tunes have emerged from these sessions. “Cole- Island, New York. In the past few years he’s played with the long Island 
man’s March” was taught to me by Jim Egen. For some reason, contra-dance band Raw Bits, and a singing group, Aged In The Wood. 


The 
HANDCRAFTED, SOLID WOOD AMOI) ITNT CARMI? 
= er ero ecko ae HAMMER DULGIMER 


BOOKS and TAPES 


WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 
SITKA SPRUCE 


SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 


FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 
SEND S.A.S.E. 


JOESANGUINETTE 301 Cliff Drive 
Branson, Missouri 65616 - (417) 334-5388 


How I Build 
The Things 
by 

Charlie Alm 

Book describes step-by-step how to build a 
hammer dulcimer. Many tips and illustrations. 

$19.95 
CK or MO 
Visa/MC 


Helpful to novice and professional. 


Woodworks P.O. 218 


Brookston, IN 47923 
317-563-3504 1-Spm, M-F 


gf What’s New 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


Rose Bower ¢ Margaret Davis and Joe 
Healey, Rt. 4, 101 Penn Dr., Williamsburg, 
VA 23185 (cassette) * Traditional/original 
music on hammered dulcimer and piano, 
with string bass, guitar, oboe and fiddle. 
Includes Ashokan Farewell, Amelia’s 
Waltz, Danny Boy, Bridget Cruise. 


Reflections * Bonnie Leigh, 52 Cumber- 
land Dr., Brick Town, NJ 08723 (cassette) 
* Mostly original songs by Bonnie, with 
mountain dulcimer accompaniment. Tom 
White, of Wizmak Productions, plays bass, 
fiddle, mandolin, banjo and flute. Includes 
Ashokan Farewell, Amazing Grace, 
Love’s For Keeps. 


Sunshine State Dulcimer ¢ Jan Milner, PO 
Box 668, Crystal Beach, FL 34681 (cas- 
sette) » Jan sings and plays fretted dul- 
cimer and autoharp on this debut recording 
of mostly traditional music. Non-tradition- 
al cuts include Charles Hornbostel’s Celtic 
Memories with new lyrics by Jan Milner, 
and a poem by Jan’s grandmother with a 
new tune by Charley Groth. 


From Us To You ¢ Simple Gifts, PO Box 
270025, Tampa, FL 33688 (cassette) + 

This Simple Gifts is Ray Belanger on ham- 
mered dulcimer, guitar and vocals; Cheryl 
Belanger on autoharp and vocals; and 
Michael Stokes on bass. Includes Thank 
God I Live In Florida (by Cheryl), Geor- 
gianna Moon, Under The Double Eagle, as 
well as their eponymous song. 


Tiompan Alley * David James, PO Box 
11652, South Bend, IN 46634 (cassette, 
CD) * David plays hammered dulcimer, 
bells, piano, and synthesizer on this instru- 
mental recording of Irish music. He is 
joined by other musicians on organ, 
bodhran, second hammered dulcimer, 
bouzouki, fiddle, Turkish flute and Turkish 
drum. Includes Paddy’s Rambles Through 
the Park, Kitty Gone A-Milking, The 
Turnpike Gate, Killavil Fancy. 


Interlude ¢ Simple Gifts, 1609 Kennedy 
street, Blacksburg, VA 24060 (cassette) « 
This Simple Gifts is Charles Bostian, ham- 
mered dulcimer and vocals; Carl Kirby, 
acoustic bass and vocals; and Margaret 
Shuler, guitar and vocals. They perform 
three tunes by Sydney Carter (Bells of 
Norwich, Said Judas to Mary, and John 
Ball), Freight Train by Elizabeth Cotton, 
The Great Storm Is Over by Bob Franke, 
and others including, of course, Simple 
Gifts. 


Soundings ¢ (2nd Edition), Anna Barry, 
PO Box 1974, Boone, NC 28607 (book) « 
Anna has updated her fretted dulcimer 
anthology by deleting six arrangements 
and adding fifteen. Most of the new 
arrangements are for two or three dulcimer 
parts. Wouldn’t It Be Loverly, Coulter’s 
Candy, Annie Laurie, When You Wore A 
Tulip, and others. 


The Hourglass ¢ Mike Casey, The Celtic 
Trader, 2400 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 
28203 (cassette, CD) * Mike Casey plays 
mountain dulcimer and wooden flute on 
this recording of Celtic jigs, reels and airs 
with David DiGuiseppi on accordion and 


Spring 1993 = 39 


mandolin and Joseph Daniel Sobol on gui- 
tar and cittern. Suite de Schottishes, Fami- 
ly Life/First Flight, Lord Inchiquin. 


The Four Hammer Dulcimer ¢ Glenn 
McClure, McClure Productions, Box 293, 
Genessee, NY 14454 (cassette, CD) + 
Glenn has developed a marimba-like style 
of dulcimer playing, using two hammers in 
each hand. This entire recording is played 
using this technique. Jim Kimball, Hazel 
Cain and Beth Ebert on fiddles and Karen 
Park Canning on cello fill out the sound. 
Selections include The Silkworm (trad. 
Vietnamese), Star of the County Down, 
Nearer My God To Thee. 


Someone To Watch Over Me © Rob Brere- 
ton, Wizmak Productions, PO Box 477, 
Wingdale, NY 12594 (cassette, CD) * 
Music from all sorts of traditions make up 
this debut recording on fretted dulcimer: 
Scottish, Quaker, Shaker, Baroque, Renais- 
sance, jazz, pop. Rob is backed up by 
drums, bass, mandolin, oboe, and on From 
A Distance, a string quartet. Selections 
include Atholl Highlanders, Bridget 
Cruise, Someone To Watch Over Me. 


Full Circle * The Barolk Folk, Barolk Folk 
Music, 11 Center St., Andover, CT 06232 
(cassette, CD) + Subtitled “Rounds, Ron- 
deaus and Circle Dances from the 13th to 
the 20th-century,” this recording features 
Carrie Crompton on hammered dulcimer, 
with recorder, Renaissance violin, classical 
guitar, flute and piano. Dona Nobis Pacem, 
Mozart Alleluia, The Fairy Round. 


es Classifieds 


Classified ads are 40¢ per word, payable in advance. 
There is a20% discount for classified ads running 
unchanged in 4 or more consecutive issues. 
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Classifieds continued 


New Book! Walt Michael’s Tunes For Ham- 
mered Dulcimer. Forty-five original and tradi- 
tional tunes played on Walt’s albums. Includes 
chords and tab. Send $15.00 plus $1.50 ship- 
ping to: Jean Lewis, Twin Lakes Road, South 
Salem, NY 10590. 


Sing Out! The Folk Song Magazine: Sharing 
Songs Since 1950. Sing Out! provides a diverse 
and entertaining selection of traditional and 
contemporary folk music. Quarterly issues 
contain 20 songs, over 100 pages, feature arti- 
cles, interviews, record and book reviews, 
instrumental “teach-ins,” Plus columns by Pete 
Seeger and Ian Robb. $18 (1 yr.) $32.50 (2 yrs.) 
$45 (3 yrs.) Sustaining Membership: $30, $50 
or $100/yr. Sing Out! Box 5253-D, Bethlehem, 
PA 18015. 


The Bowed Psaltery Instruction And Song 
Book, by Jean Schilling. Beginners’ playing 
instructions, care of the psaltery and bow, tun- 
ing, string replacement, and seventy-six songs, 
with chords—American, English,Scottish, and 
Irish favorites, hymns, carols, and O’Carolan 
tunes. $11.95 postpaid from Crying Creek Pub- 
lishers, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Autoharp Quarterly: the only magazine bring- 
ing you everything about the autoharp world. 
44 pages of articles, lessons, events, music, and 
more. Subscribers enjoy 10% discount on mer- 
chandise offered in the AQ Market Place. Four 
issue/first-class mail, $18 in U.S.; Canada 
$20(US). Send check to Autoharp Quarterly, 
PO Box A, Newport, PA 17074. 


Instrument Builders: Our respected quarterly 
journal American Lutherie is entirely devoted 
to building and repairing dulcimers, guitars, 
mandolins, lutes, violins, and other string 
instruments. We also have instrument plans 
including a hammer dulcimer. Write for com- 
plete info, or send $30 ($40 overseas) for mem- 
bership. GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. 


What The Hill People Say. Cassette Album by 
Susan Trump. A delightful collection of con- 
temporary and traditional songs with the rural 


Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk Toys. Lim- 
ber Jack, Dog, Pony, Bear, Frog, Rooster, 
Lamb, Unicom and Dinosaur. $12.95 each 
includes shipping. Jean’s Dulcimer Shop, P.O. 
Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Note-Ably Yours: Mail order for books, records, 
cassettes, videos, musical gifts, jewelry, sta- 
tionery, folk instruments. Vast Celtic and folk 
harp music inventory. Call for free catalog. 1- 
800/828-0115. Note-Ably Yours, 6865 Scarff 
Road, New Carlisle, OH 45344. 


Teacher wanted for mountain dulcimer: Tole- 
do, Ohio. Call Sherry. 475-3871. 


For Sale: Dulcimers in like-new condition. 
Keith Young concert model, curly maple, 1-1/2 
fret, $495. Ewing 6-string teardrop, 1-1/2 fret, 
cherry, $425. Elk River Brazilian rosewood, 
hourglass, cedar top, $300. Blue Lion hour- 
glass, Brazilian rosewood, Baggs pickup, koa 
binding, cedar top, 1-1/2, 8-1/2 frets, $950. 
David Schnaufer curly koa, abalone binding, 
pickup, steel flight case, 1-1/2, 8-1/2 frets, 
$1550. Blue Lion, Force, D’Ossché curly wal- 
nut, elaborate inlay, Baggs pickup, 1-1/2, 8-1/2 
frets, $1275. Blue Lion, Force, D’Ossché curly 
maple, cedar top, 1-1/2 fret, pickup, $600. All 
with h.s. cases. Call 712/246-5734 10:00 a.m.- 
3:00 p.m., CST. 


Wanted: Your tab or music of good but lesser- 
known traditional folk, Celtic, hymns, carols. 
Adding to our 800+ song library to offer sheet 
music service. Swap song-for-song in same cat- 
egory or your choice if we have it. Must be 
public domain or your copyright. Also wanted 
to use in our songbooks. For more info: 
216/345-7825 or Maiden creek Dulcimers, Box 
666, Wooster, OH 44691. 


New Kitchen Musician cassette tapes, to 
accompany The Kitchen Musician’s Hammer 
Dulcimer books: Tape #3 companion to #3 
O’Carolan Tunes; Tape #4 companion to #4 
Fine Tunes, 32 old standards; and tape #5 com- 
panion to #5 Irish Airs, 22 tunes from the book. 
The Kitchen Musician’s Occasional for Ham- 
mer Dulcimer, etc.: Booklets in standard nota- 
tion, some with tablature. #1 Waltzes, 24 
waltzes and airs; #2 Old Timey Fiddle Tunes, 
30 tunes; #3 O’Carolan Tunes, 21 tunes; #4 
Fine Tunes, 32 old standards; #5 Mostly Irish 
Airs, 30 tunes; #6 Jigs, with 27 jigs; #7 Michi- 
gan Tunes, 26 tunes collected from traditional 
players; #8 Twenty-Eight Country Dances, 
English country dance music and instructions: 
#9 Favourite Scotch Measures, 25 strathspeys, 
reels, jigs, pipe tunes; #10 Airs and Melodies of 
Scotland’s Past, airs rediscovered in early tune 
collections; #11 Christmas Carols, 20 of the 
most common carols. Tapes $9.00, Books $4.00 
each. Add $1.00 post for one item, 40 cents 
each additional. Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Val- 
ley Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 


Hammered Dulcimers. Kits or completely fin- 
ished, ready to play. 12/11, 15/14, starting at 
$179.50 Ppd.! Built with pride, full rich sound. 
Free brochure. Chris Foss Handmade Instru- 
ments, 1250 N. Suomi Dr., Prescott, AZ 86303. 
602/776-1812. 


Wildwood Music has discount prices on dul- 
cimers, C.F. Martin guitars and other beautiful 
stringed instruments! 672 Whitewoman St., 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812. 614/622-4224. 


continued on the next page 


Just Friends and Just Friends Again. Mountain 
Dulcimer instrumental cassettes by George 
Haggerty. A unique collection of traditional and 
original tunes. $10.95 includes postage. Dealer 
inquiries invited. Folk Craft Music, PO Box 
1572, Wilmington, Vermont 05363. 802/464- 
7450. 


Autoharp Players: Need information on work- 
shops, recordings, publications, or have an 
autoharp-related question? Call the “Autohar- 
poholic® Hotline”: 800/782-4277 (M-F, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Pacific Time). 


Folk Harp For Sale: Dusty Strings 26-string, 
walnut, 2 years old, mint condition, beautiful 
tone. Includes full set Loveland sharping levers, 
detachable graceful legs with case, extra string 
set, excellent protective carrying case, 
book/cassette (teach yourself!) $1000. 615/681- 
3206 (eves. EST). 


Unusual Hammered Dulcimers: Yang Chin, 
from China, w/hardcase. $375. Cymbaloms, 
large, fancy walnut, fantastic sound. From 
$750. Rizzetta 4-1/2 octave, 1989, one-of-a- 
kind large studio dulcimer. $1200. Double Dul- 
cimer! Fretted dulcimer by WV builder Ray 
Epler. Spruce and cherry. $210. Rizzetta Music, 
PO Box 510, Inwood, WV 25428. 


Five new mountain dulcimer books: “Norma 
Davis’ Dulcimer Delights.” All five, one tuning 
and chordal. Book I-for absolute beginner to 
advanced. Books II and III two or more parts 
plus melody for group playing. Books IV and 
V- fingerpicking, flatpicking and noter playing. 
Book I $10.00. Books II, III, IV, V $7.00 each. 
All five bound together $30.00. $1.50 postage. 
Norma Davis, 205 Engle Rd., Loudon, TN 
37774. 


Lessons & Workshops on Hammered Dulcimer 
and other instruments. Beginners to advanced, 
from fiddle tunes to improvisation to Bach to 
performance anxiety to just having more fun. 
Call, too, for info about the NY Area Ham- 
mered Dulcimer Collective. Steve Schneider, 
PO Box 34, Congers, NY 10920. 914/268- 
8809. 


Rizzetta Standard For Sale: 16/15, 3-1/2 
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Song,” “Blessed Quietness,” “Loudonville 
Waltz” and more. PO Box 313, Newtonville, 
New York 12128. $10.25 includes postage. 


Sweet-Water Dulcimer Capo. A new and dif- 
ferent Mountain Dulcimer Capo made of Hi- 
Tech poly-carbon. The finest non-breakable 
capo available. $9.95 includes postage. Dealer 
inquiries invited. Folk Craft Music, PO Box 
1572, Wilmington, Vermont 05363. 802/464- 
7450. 


Wanted: Maker of hammered and mountain 
dulcimer t-shirts. 904/795-1104. 


Also from The Kitchen Musician: Ten Strike’s 
new tape/CD recording Neuantics, a “New 
Folk” blending of traditional and contemporary 
instrumental and vocal celtic/American music, 
on hammer dulcimer, voilin, viola, keyboard, 
piano, guitar, cittern, mandolin, electric wind 
instrument, Dobro. Also, Chameleon tape/CD, 
violin, virginal, hammer dulcimer, cittern and 
mandolin playing traditional 18th-century tunes 
from Ireland, scotland and France. Several 
tunes from Kitchen Musician books #5 and #9. 
Cassettes $10.00 postpaid, cD $16.00 postpaid. 
Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, Cincin- 
nati, OH 45215. 
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nut frame, redwood soundboard, mahogany 
back, cherry bridges, beautifully carved Ameri- 
can bullfrog rosette of curly maple, and built-in 
C-ducer stereo pickups. Includes brass tri- 
stander leg fittings and case with music pocket. 
Paid $2500. Make me an offer I can’t refuse. 
Reasonable trades considered. Steve Schneider, 
PO Box 34, Congers, NY 10920. 914/268-8809 


The Three Quarter Times: new and traditional 
Teels, jigs, waltzes, more! Three issues a year 
for $10, $4/single. Send check: Bob Pasquarel- 
lo, 446 East Washington Ave., Newtown, PA 
18940. 
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Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. BOX 18, 


cosBY, 


Phone: 


HIGHWAY 32 
TENNESSEE 37722 


(61S) 487-5543 


SERVING 


@ HAMMERED & MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS & 
BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 


THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 


FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, CASES, 
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 


Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for cere musical needs. 


Featuring traditional music and instructional material for the 


Hammered Dulcimer! 


Upcreek Productions 


New Releases From Kendra Ward & Bob Bence 


HAMMERED DULCIMER SPECIAL 


14 American favorites, 
including, Golden Slippers, 
Turkey in the Straw, 
Amazing Grace, Red Wing, 
Arkansas Traveller, 
Wildwood Flower, and 
Kendra's signature tune, 
Orange Blossom Special. 
Cassette Only. $10. 
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We Wish You a Merry Christmas The 
The first book of 
Christmas music just 
for the hammered 
dulcimer! Includes 30 
songs, in standard 
notation and TAB! 
Also includes lyrics 
and chords! Suitable 
for novice to advanced 
players. Book: $12. 


Bammeced Dulcimer Christmas Samplee 


"An instant classic!" The 
latest from Kendra Ward 
& Bob Bence. Featuring 
15 traditional Carols and 
Holiday Favorites! 
Includes Jingle Bells, What 
Child is This?, The First 
Nodl, Silent Night, and 
more! Cassette: $10. 

CD: $15. 


Al-Time Favorites! 


Down Yonder — Kendra & |S 
Bob's best-selling album! 

A spirited recording of | 
favorite American tunes | 
including, Under the 


The Hammered Dulcimer 
Handbook — Recognized 
as "the best book for 
beginning players!" A 
complete instruction 


pend Old-Time t Oll-Time R 
ion — The first Ds ON te ee 
Meer religious 

music arranged for 

hammered dulcimer! 


method including 40 Double agle, Foggy Min. Includes 30 songs, in 
tunes and exercises in Breakdown, Wings of a KENDRA WARD: standard notation and 
standard notation and Dove, and more! BOB BENCE TAB! Suitable for 


TAB! Book: $16. Book & 
Cassette: $21. 


Cassette: $10. CD: $15. novice to advanced 
players. Book: $12. 


Order From: Upcreek Productions * 31032 St. Rt. 325 * Langsville, OH 45741 
(Please include $2.00 postage with each order. Ohio residents must also add 6% sales tax.) 


Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 


Winchester, VA 
Permit No. 107 


Mail to: 


Subscription copies mailed on or before April 10. 


P.0. Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 4/1/1993, that means your subscription ends with 
Address Correction Requested this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 
Return Postage Guaranteed July 1, 1993. Labels dated 7/1/1993 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


Playable Mountain Dulcimer 


Pleasing Design 
M‘Spadden Musical Instruments 


P.O. Box 1230 (Dept. DPN) Highway 9 North Send $1.50 for our full color catalog. 
Mountain View, AR 72560 (501) 269-4313 
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Subscribe to 

Dulcimer Players News «. 
Or... ~ 
renew your subscription for another ¥ 
year or two of good reading 


@ Current subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 
4/1/1993, your subscription ends with this issue. Time to 
renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, 
send us your renewal before July 1, 1993. 


@ Subscription Rates 


United States O $15 (1 year-4 issues) or $27 (2 years-8 issues) 
Q Canada and Mexico $17 QO Air (Europe) $19 
Q Other countries (surface) $17 Q Air (Asia) $21 
There is a reduced rate of $11 per year available for people undergoing financial difficulties or with limited incomes. (USA only because of postage costs) 
@ New subscriptions @ We get individual and group requests 
Q Please begin my subscription with the next regularly for names of DPN subscribers (people 
scheduled issue (The DPN is published in January, advertising a concert in your area, clubs 


just forming, people wishing to find other 
players in their area, etc.). We will never 
release your name indiscriminately. May 
we release your name and address? 


April, July and October) 

Q Please begin my subscription with the current issue, 
or a recent back issue. | enclose $1.50 extra for 
postage and handling. 


@ Renewals @ Total enclosed 

O Please renew my subscription. 
Attach your label, if possible. If your address is new, We always appreciate your comments and 
please tell us the old one also. ideas. Thanks for your interest in us. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS + POST OFFICE BOX 2164 + WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


ARE + YOU - MOVING? 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. It will not follow you 
otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (attach DPN label if possible) @ New Address 

Name Name 

Address Address 
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Effective 


